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IBPS Clerk Topper Interview, Strategy to prepare for IBPS Clerk exam 
by Dunga Gayatri

Where are you from?

What was your strategy for the Prelims exam?

What was your strategy for the Mains exam?

What message would you like to give to fellow aspirants?

Leave negativity
The constituency is the key to success
Give mock daily
Remain focused on your goal and do not get distracted with other exams.

TOPPER’S TALKTOPPER’S TALK

nov 2020bankiq.in

STUDY IQA Initiative

Interview: Hello, welcome to Study IQ. How are you feeling after getting your selection?

Dunga: I was very surprised and happy.  It was my childhood dream to be in a government job. 
The government sector provides us with a good salary package and job security. A government 
sector job was my dream, that’s why I decided to prepare for it.

I belong to the Srikakulam district in Andhra Pradesh and from there only I did my graduation.

No of the applicants are more for this exam so you have to maintain accuracy and speed.
Give a mock regularly on a daily basis, analyze each and every question and I always try to see in 
how many ways a particular question can be done.
Did my regular study for 7 to 8 hours including mock test analysis.

Study only for mains from the start. Gk and banking awareness is included in the mains paper.
General awareness is the deciding factor for both mains and interview. Gk should be strong. 
Follow current affairs from 5 to 6 months before the exam. 

Do practice of the subjects more than to study only.

 I want to thank Gaurav Garg sir for the series of daily current affairs on the Studyiq Youtube chan-
nel.

General awareness-I followed Gaurav Garg sir for the series of daily current affairs, I used to 
make notes from the daily current affair video by Gaurav Garg sir. I used to do the daily 
revision of the daily current affairs.
Reasoning – Give short quizzes on a regular basis. Don’t be afraid of puzzles in reasoning. One 
puzzle can fetch you 5 marks straight. Keep 5-6 minutes for the rest of things in reasoning.
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Topic In
News

Why in News? 

Challenges for Smaller banks in India

Banks merging

bankiq.in

STUDY IQA Initiative

nov 2020

RBI puts Lakshmi Vilas Bank under moratorium - 
RBI may merge LVB with DBS Bank India

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently drafted a scheme of amalgamation for Lakshmi 
Vilas Bank with DBS Bank India Ltd. owing to a serious deterioration in the lender’s financial 
position.

Effect of crisis in Non-Banking Financial Sector (NBFCs): Crisis in smaller banks illustrate the 
widening damage from India’s shadow banking crisis. For eg: , Punjab and Maharashtra Cooper-
ative Bank was hit by a loan scam highlighting the riskiness of banks, especially cooperative 
banks.
Declining Net Worth: The financial position of the smaller banks have undergone a steady 
decline, with continuous losses over the last five years eroding the banks’ net worth.
Inability to Raise Capital: Smaller banks have not been able to raise adequate capital to address 
the issues and are also experiencing the continuous withdrawal of deposits and low levels of 
liquidity.
Governance Issues: Serious governance issues in recent years have led to a deterioration in the 
performance of the majority of smaller banks and NBFCs.
Lack of Promoters: The functioning of smaller banks have been under greater scrutiny as most 
of them do not have strong promoters, making them targets for premature mergings.
Rising NPAs: The gross non-performing assets (NPAs) of all smaller banks collectively stood 
13.4% of advances as of June 2020, as against 17.3% in 2019. NPAs in the banking sector is expect-
ed to further increase as the pandemic affects the cash flows of people and companies.

The idea of bank mergers has remained alive since 1998 when the 2nd M. Narasimham Com-
mittee recommended the government to merge banks into a three-tiered structure —

Three large banks with an international presence at the top 
Eight to ten national banks 
A large number of regional and local banks.

1.
2.
3.
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Why merge banks?

Challenges in merging of banks
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Financial viability: To protect weak financially unviable banks from loss, and thereby securing 
customers and the financial system.
Consolidation of banks: Public Sector Banks (PSBs) in India is fragmented, with some of them 
reeling under the mounting pressures of Non-Performing Assets (NPAs).
Adherence to good practices: Bigger banks would also be able to adhere to BASEL III norms 
and other national and international regulatory requirements without compromising with busi-
ness prospects. 
Better regulation and monitoring: The problem of credit lending, based on the twin balance 
sheet crisis, can be checked by the formation of bigger banks.
Low risk: Bigger banks with diverse portfolios have lesser chances of failure since it is unlikely 
that different sectors of an economy will face a crisis at the same time.
Competitiveness: The consolidation of PSBs helps in strengthening its presence globally, 
nationally, and regionally.
Economies of Scale: Merger of banks will result in better scale efficiency due to a rise in the cus-
tomer base, increased market reach.
Enhanced Efficiency: It has the potential to reduce operational costs due to the presence of 
shared overlapping networks. And this enhanced operational efficiency will reduce the lending 
costs of the banks.
Technological Synergy: All merged banks in a particular bucket share common Core Banking 
Solutions (CBS) platform synergizing them technologically.
Self-Sufficiency: Larger banks have a better ability to raise resources from the market rather 
than relying on the State exchequer.

PJ Nayak Committee in 2014 had also suggested that the government either merge or privatize 
state-owned banks.
In 2017, 5 associate banks were merged with SBI – State Bank of Bikaner and Jaipur, State Bank 
of Hyderabad, State Bank of Travancore, State Bank of Mysore, and State Bank of Patiala.
Bhartiya Mahila Bank (BMB) was also merged along with the State Bank of India (SBI).
The Finance minister led committee recommended the amalgamation of Regional Rural Banks 
under Phase-3 consolidation, bringing them down from 56 to 38.
There was also a consolidation of 10 commercial banks into 4 bigger banks by 2019.

nov 

Slower Decision Making: The transition process might slow down the decision-making at the 
crucial levels in order to merge banks. 
Geographical Synergy: During the process of the merger, the geographical synergy between 
the merged banks has remained grossly ignored. 
The slowdown in the Economy: The move to merge banks is always a good idea, but the tim-
ings and the execution have to be perfect. There is already a slowdown in the economy, and 
private consumption and investments are on a declining trend.

Weak Banks merged with very strong banks: A complex merger with a weaker and undercap-
italized bank would stall the bank’s recovery efforts as the weaknesses of one bank may get 
transferred and the merged entity may become weak.
Proper merging: A complex merger with a weaker and undercapitalized PSB would stall the 
bank’s recovery efforts as the weaknesses of one bank may get transferred and the merged 
entity may become weak.
Human Resources constraints: There would be a number of human resources issues such as 
difficulty in adapting to the new emerging culture, discontent due to far-flung transfers, etc.
Hit to customer services: Customer retention would become problematic as there might be a 
lack of comfort in banking with larger parent banks.
Incentivizing monopolistic behavior: Larger banks may follow monopolistic behavior with 
increased market power – resulting in neglect of local needs.
Merging banks without actually increasing capacity: Amalgamation of balance sheets of 
PSBs will only impact NPA cosmetically, without actually working on NPA recovery. This will 
further divert the process of NPA resolution.
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Way forward
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The existence of a vibrant banking sector is a prerequisite for achieving a sustained high eco-
nomic growth rate in any economy.
Unfortunately, India’s banking sector is not in very good shape. The NPAs are mounting and 
banks are facing operational difficulties on a regular interval. 
Thus, the time is ripe to take stock of the situation in a comprehensive manner and address each 
of the problems systematically. 
Also, the one-size-fits-for should not be followed in each and every case. Each case of failure of 
banks is different and thus, should be treated differently. 
Many committees in the past have recommended significant measures such as Prompt Action 
Measures, regulatory amendments in the RBI Act, Banking Regulation Act, etc.
These measures need to be implemented in their actual letter and spirit manner. There is also a 
need to bring good governance measures in the governance and regulation of banks.
The objective of the regulations must be to facilitate smaller banks to transform into bigger 
banks. Then only the Indian economy would achieve its true objectives of sustained, inclusive 
and well-distributed economic growth. 

Slower Decision Making: The transition process might slow down the decision-making at the 
crucial levels in order to merge banks. 
Geographical Synergy: During the process of the merger, the geographical synergy between 
the merged banks has remained grossly ignored. 
The slowdown in the Economy: The move to merge banks is always a good idea, but the tim-
ings and the execution have to be perfect. There is already a slowdown in the economy, and 
private consumption and investments are on a declining trend.

Weak Banks merged with very strong banks: A complex merger with a weaker and undercap-
italized bank would stall the bank’s recovery efforts as the weaknesses of one bank may get 
transferred and the merged entity may become weak.
Proper merging: A complex merger with a weaker and undercapitalized PSB would stall the 
bank’s recovery efforts as the weaknesses of one bank may get transferred and the merged 
entity may become weak.
Human Resources constraints: There would be a number of human resources issues such as 
difficulty in adapting to the new emerging culture, discontent due to far-flung transfers, etc.
Hit to customer services: Customer retention would become problematic as there might be a 
lack of comfort in banking with larger parent banks.
Incentivizing monopolistic behavior: Larger banks may follow monopolistic behavior with 
increased market power – resulting in neglect of local needs.
Merging banks without actually increasing capacity: Amalgamation of balance sheets of 
PSBs will only impact NPA cosmetically, without actually working on NPA recovery. This will 
further divert the process of NPA resolution.

NOTES
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Banking and
Financial
Awareness

India Post Payments Bank launches 
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima 
Yojana: Eligibility, features

HDFC Bank, ICCI join hands to support SMEs, start-ups

UNDP, Invest India launch SDGs Investor Map for India

Managing Director & CEO of IPPB: J Venkatramu.
India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) Headquarters: New Delhi.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had launched IPPB in 2018.

ICCI Headquarters: New Delhi, India.
President of ICCI: Ritika Yadav.
Headquarters of HDFC Bank: Mumbai, Maharashtra.
MD and CEO of HDFC Bank: Sashidhar Jagdishan(Succeeds Aditya Puri).
The tagline of HDFC Bank: We understand your world.

A Initiative

India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has joined hands with PNB MetLife India Insurance Com-
pany Limited to launch Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana. 
The unique scheme offers life cover on the death of the insured member due to any reason. 
"Products like PMJJBY help to inculcate a culture of buying affordable insurance amongst 
this segment of the population," J. Venkatramu, managing director and chief executive 
officer, India Post Payments Bank said.
"PMJJBY takes forward the Government’s mission of creating a universal social security net for 
needy and disadvantaged sections," he further added.

ICCI will offer industry connections to respective HDFC startups globally and support entrepre-
neurship nationwide through knowledge transmission on government announced programs, 
Acceleration Fund, International Presence, and Global Business Relations.
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Karnataka Bank launches CASA campaign

RBI Imposes Rs 1 Crore Penalty On Punjab National Bank
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Karnataka Bank Limited Headquarters: Mangaluru(Mangalore), Karnataka.
Karnataka Bank Limited MD & CEO: Mahabaleshwara M.S.
Karnataka Bank LimitedIncorporated: February 18th, 1924.
Karnataka Bank Limited Tagline: ‘Your Family Bank Across India’.

Punjab National Bank Headquarters: New Delhi.
Punjab National Bank MD and CEO: S. S. Mallikarjuna Rao.
Punjab National Bank Founded: 19 May 1894, Lahore, Pakistan.

2020nov

United Nations Development Programme, UNDP, and Invest India have launched the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Investor Map for India. 
It laid out 18 Investment Opportunities Areas in six critical SDG enabling sectors that can help 
the country push forward on the trajectory of Sustainable Development.
Speaking on the occasion, Deepak Bagla, CEO of Invest India said, India occupies a key role in 
determining the success of the SDGs, globally.
Shoko Noda, Resident Representative of UNDP India said, Investing in the SDGs is crucial to 
‘Building Back Better’ and making the economy and our societies more resilient and 
sustainable.

Invest India is a non-profit venture under the Department for Promotion of Industry 
and Internal Trade, Ministry of Commerce and Industry.
Invest India MD and CEO: Deepak Bagla.
Invest India Established: 2009.
Invest India Headquarter: New Delhi.

Karnataka Bank launched CASA (current account, savings account) mobilisation campaign 
which will run from November 17 to March 4, 2021.
A press release by the bank said that it intends to mobilise over 4.10 lakh current and savings 
accounts with an accretion of ₹650 crores of business.

The Reserve Bank of India has imposed a penalty of Rs 1 crore on Punjab National Bank for 
violating the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007, the state-run lender said. 
Punjab National Bank was operating a bilateral ATM-sharing arrangement with Druk PNB 
Bank Ltd., Bhutan, since April 2010 without prior approval or authorisation from India’s bank-
ing regulator, PNB said in an exchange filing.
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SBM Bank India set to launch a neo banking platformSBM Bank India set to launch a neo banking platform
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SBM Bank (India) Limited Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra.
SBM Bank (India) Limited MD and CEO: Sidharth Rath.
SBM Bank (India) Limited Commenced Operations– 1st December 2018.
SBM Bank (India) Limited Tagline: We make banking convenient for you.

Lakshmi Vilas Bank Headquarters: Chennai, Tamil Nadu.
Lakshmi Vilas Bank Founded: 1926.
Lakshmi Vilas Bank President: Avtar Singh Monga.

Chairman of the IFSCA: Injeti Srinivas.
Headquarters of IFSCA: Gandhinagar, Gujarat.

2020nov 

SBM Bank India, which is the wholly-owned subsidiary of State Bank of Mauritius, is focussing 
on technology to reach out to customers and is set to launch a neo banking platform.
“We are launching neo banking. We have tied up with a fintech,” said Neeraj Sinha, Head-Retail 
and Consumer Bank at SBM Bank (India), adding that the bank is looking at collaborative 
banking in a lot of other segments as well where companies may have access to a large number 
of customers but do not have a banking license.

Lakshmi Vilas Bank under moratorium: 'Don't panic', RBI tells deposi-
tors

IFSCA approves draft banking regulations

Reserve Bank of India placed the cash strapped Lakshmi Vilas Bank (LVB) under moratorium 
till 16 December 2020.
The central bank also restricted the withdrawals of more than ₹25,000 during the moratorium 
period. 
The central bank also superseded the board of directors of LVB for 30 days owing to a serious 
deterioration in the financial position of the bank. The move was announced through an order 
by the Ministry of Finance.

Paving the way for setting up banking units in the International Financial Services Centre 
(IFSC), the body’s regulator approved the International Financial Services Centres Authority 
(Banking) Regulations, 2020. The regulations, to be notified by the government soon, will 
enable the International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) to lay down the rules on 
the kind of banking activities that will be permitted within IFSCs and mark a major step in the 
development of GIFT City into a global financial hub.
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ICICI Bank Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra.
ICICI Bank MD & CEO: Sandeep Bakhshi.
ICICI Bank Tagline: Hum Hai Na, Khayal Apka.

2020nov 

ICICI Bank launches ‘Mine’ for millennials

ICICI Bank  announced the launch of India’s first comprehensive banking program for millenni-
als. Inspired by ‘Millennial Network’, the proposition is called ‘ICICI Bank Mine’ and offers an 
instant savings account, a feature-driven iMobile application that offers investment guidance 
to suit the demand of millennials, curated credit and debit card, instant personal loans & over-
drafts, and even an experiential branch with social engagement space.

Bharti AXA Co. Ltd Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra.
Bharti AXA MD and CEO: Sanjeev Srinivasan.
Bharti AXA Established: 2008.
Bharti AXA Tagline: Suraksha ka Naya Nazariya.
ICICI Lombard Co. Ltd Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra.
ICICI Lombard MD & CEO: Bhargav Dasgupta.
ICICI Lombard Established: 2001.
ICICI Lombard Tagline: Quick Easy Smart.

WhatsApp starts UPI payments service in India

WhatsApp has started its payments service in India, the messaging app said in a blog post. 
WhatsApp received NPCI approval evening to ‘Go Live’ on UPI in a graded manner.
WhatsApp, which counts India as its biggest market with more than 400 million users, had 
been running a peer-to-peer payments service with limited users for over two years, awaiting 
regulatory approvals.

CCI approves acquisition of Bharti AXA by ICICI Lombard

According to the proposal, the entire general insurance business of Bharti AXA would be trans-
ferred by way of a demerger to ICICI Lombard in consideration of issuance of shares by ICICI 
Lombard to Bharti AXA.
The Competition Commission of India (CCI) approved the acquisition of General Insurance 
Business of Bharti AXA General Insurance Company Limited (Bharti AXA) by ICICI Lombard Gen-
eral Insurance Company Limited (ICICI Lombard) under Section 31(1) of the Competition 
Act, 2002, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs said in a statement.
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Indian-American Kash Patel named Chief of Staff to Acting US Defence 
Secretary
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DRDO flags off first Varunastra, a 
heavyweight torpedo

G. Satheesh Reddy, Secretary, Department
of Defence R&D and Chairman, DRDO flagged off the first Varunastra, the heavyweight torpe-
do that was delivered to the Indian Navy at a ceremony held at BDL, Visakhapatnam Unit.
He later laid the foundation stone for setting up of state-of-the-art central stores at BDL,
Visakhapatnam Unit.

Kash Patel, currently on the National Security Council staff, has 
been named by Acting Secretary Chris Miller as his Chief of Staff, 
the Pentagon announced .Indian-American Kash Patel has been 
named as the Chief of Staff to the Acting US Defence Secretary Chris 
Miller, the Pentagon has announced.

India test-fires air-launched version of BrahMos supersonic cruise mis-
sile

India, US, Japan, and Australia kick-start Malabar naval exercise in Bay 
of Bengal

In a display of its growing combat prowess, the Indian Air Force successfully test-fired an 
air-launched version of the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile from a Sukhoi fighter aircraft 
in the Bay of Bengal, official sources said.
The missile hit a sinking ship with deadly accuracy and the test-firing produced desired 
results, they said.

The mega exercise is taking place at a time India and China are locked in a nearly 
six-month-long bitter border standoff in eastern Ladakh.

The navies of India, the US, Japan, and Australia held a series of complex manoeuvres in the
Bay of Bengal, kick-starting the four-day-long first phase of the Malabar naval exercise, 
seen as a prelude to future military cooperation among the member nations of the Quad or 
Quadrilateral Coalition.
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Chief of Naval Staff: Admiral Karambir Singh.
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Indian Navy’s fifth Scorpene-class submarine Vagir launched

Phase 2 of the Malabar 2020 exercise concludes in the Arabian sea

Indian Naval Ship Airavat reaches Port Sudan as part of ‘Mission Sagar-II’

The mega exercise is taking place at a time India and China are locked in a nearly 
six-month-long bitter border standoff in eastern Ladakh.

The navies of India, the US, Japan, and Australia held a series of complex manoeuvres in the 
Bay of Bengal, kick-starting the four-day-long first phase of the Malabar naval exercise, 
seen as a prelude to future military cooperation among the member nations of the Quad or 
Quadrilateral Coalition.

The fifth Scorpene conventional submarine, Vagir, being built by the Mazagon Docks Limited 
(MDL) with technology transfer from France was launched into water .
The first two submarines of Project-75 have been commissioned into the Navy and the third
and fourth ones are in various stages of sea trials

The navies of India, the US, Australia and Japan concluded the second phase of the Malabar 
naval exercise in the Arabian Sea that involved two aircraft carriers and many frontline 
warships, submarines and maritime aircraft.
The major highlight of the four-day, second-phase exercise was participation of the Indian 
Navy's Vikramaditya carrier battle group and the Nimitz strike group of the US Navy
The mega exercise took place at a time when India and China are locked in an over 
6-month-long border standoff in eastern Ladakh

Indian Naval Ship, Airavat reached Port Sudan as a 
part of Mission Sagar-II. The Indian government is 
assisting Friendly Foreign Countries to overcome natu-
ral calamities and COVID-19 pandemic, and towards 
the same INS Airavat is carrying a consignment of 100 
Tonnes of food aid for the people of Sudan.
Mission Sagar-II, follows the first ‘Mission Sagar’ under-
taken in May-June 2020, wherein India provided food 
and medicines to Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles, Mad-
agascar and Comoros.
As part of Mission Sagar-II, INS Airavat will deliver food 
aid to Sudan, South Sudan, Djibouti and Eritrea.
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Chief of Defence Staff of India: General Bipin Rawat.
Commander-in-Chief of Indian Armed Forces: Ram Nath Kovind (President of India).

Prime minister of Nepal: KP Sharma Oli; President: Bidhya 
Devi Bhandari.
Capital of Nepal: Kathmandu; Currency: Nepalese rupee.

DRDO Chairman: Dr G. Satheesh Reddy.
DRDO Headquarters: New Delhi.

2020nov 

Gen. Naravane conferred the honorary rank of General of Nepali Army 
by President Bhandari

DRDO test-fires enhanced version of PINAKA Rocket System

Triservice exercise ‘Bull Strike’ conducted at the Nicobar Islands

Indian Army chief General M. M. Naravane was conferred the honorary rank of General of the 
Nepali Army by President Bidya Devi Bhandari at a special ceremony here, a decades-old 
tradition that reflects the strong ties between the two militaries.

The enhanced version of the rocket tested is expected 
to replace the existing Pinaka-Mk-1 rockets which are 
under production currently.
To achieve a range in excess of 45 km, the enhanced 
PINAKA rocket, which has been developed by the 
Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO), was successfully tested (Nov 4, 2020).

The operation location was very close to the Strait of Malacca
The armed forces conducted a joint tri-service exercise ‘Bull Strike’ at the Teressa Island in 
the Nicobar group of islands located close to the strategic Strait of Malacca.
The exercise was conducted by the Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC) from November 
3 to 5 involving the three Services components of ANC, elements of the Army’s Parachute 
Brigade, Navy commandos MARCOS and Special Forces, the Army said.
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Azim Premji, the 75-year-old former chairman
of Wipro has been the most generous phila-
nthropist in India for 2020 with a donation of Rs 7,904 crore, as per 
EdelGive Hurun India Philanthropy List 2020 unveiled 
Hurun India and EdelGive today released the seventh edition of Edel-
Give Hurun India Philanthropy List 2020. 
Azim Premji & family, the Founder-Chairman of Wipro topped the 
2020 list, while Shiv Nadar, Founder-Chairman of HCL Technologies, 
ranked second; followed by richest Indian Mukesh Ambani, Chair-
man, Reliance Industries at the third spot. 
The fourth spot was earned by Kumar Mangalam Birla, Chairman, 
Aditya Birla Group followed by Anil Agarwal, Chairman, Vedanta 
Group at the 5th spot.

PARAM-Siddhi is the second Indian supercomputer to be entered in the top 100 on the 
Top500 list
Pratyush, a supercomputer used for weather forecasting at the Indian Institute of Tropical 
Meteorology, ranked 78th on the November edition of the list
India’s newest and fastest supercomputer, PARAM-Siddhi AI, has been ranked 63rd in the 
Top500 list of most powerful supercomputers in the world. 
The supercomputer was established earlier this year, under the National Supercomputer 
Mission (NSM) and is going to be installed in the Centre for Development of Advanced Com-
puting’s (C-DAC) unit. 

The list by TRACE, an anti-bribery standard-setting organisation, measures business bribery 
risk in 194 countries, territories, and autonomous and semi-autonomous regions.
India is at the 77th position with a score of 45 in a global list that measures business bribery 
risks of 2020.

Rank & Reports

Azim Premji tops EdelGive Hurun 
India Philanthropy List 2020

India now has two of the top 100 most powerful supercomputers in the 
world

India Ranks 77 in Global Bribery Risk Matrix; Fares Better than Pak, 
China, Nepal
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Noted Malayalam writer Paul Zacharia has 
been selected for this year’s Ezhuthachan 
Puraskaram, the Kerala government’s highest literary honour.
The award, named after Ezhuthachan, the father of the Malayalam language, 
carries a cash prize of Rs five lakh and a citation.

Writer Paul Zacharia chosen 
for Ezhuthachan Puraskaram

Scottish author Douglas Stuart won the Booker Prize for 
fiction  with his first novel Shuggie Bain, with judges saying his 
tale of love and alcoholism set in Glasgow in the 1980s was 
destined to be a classic.
The book, based on his childhood, tells of a young boy growing up 
during tough years in Glasgow with a mother who is battling 
addiction.
The 44-year-old Stuart, who wins 50,000 pounds and is only the 
second Scot to have won the prestigious literary prize, said he was 
stunned.

Bangladeshi teenager Sadat Rahman has won the International 
Children's Peace Prize 2020 for his work in combating cyberbul-
lying. The award was presented to Sadat by Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Malala Yousafzai.
Reportedly, the 17-year-old has set up a social organization and 
mobile app "Cyber Teens" to stop cyberbullying. 
Sadat started his campaign after a 15-year-old girl committed 
suicide after suffering from cyberbullying. The app "Cyber Teens" 
has given a platform to helpless teenagers needing help.

Scottish Author Douglas Stuart's 'Shuggie Bain' Wins 2020 Booker Prize

Bangladeshi teenager Sadat Rahman wins International Children’s 
Peace Prize 2020

Honours and 
Awards
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Minister of Jal Shakti: Gajendra Singh Shekhawat.
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Ruskin Bond, one of India’s most cherished authors, has been conferred the Tata Literature 
Live! Lifetime Achievement Award for 2020. Mr. Bond has a substantial body of work – 
close to 100 books – across genres for children and adults. His writing has charmed both cate-
gories of readers into lifelong love and admiration. 

The book, which is the author’s debut novel, is a contemporary 
classic mixing magic, myth and metaphor into a tale of far-reach-
ing resonance.
Malayalam writer S. Hareesh bags 2020 JCB Prize for Literature
The book, which is the author’s debut novel, is a contemporary 
classic mixing magic, myth and metaphor into a tale of far-reach-
ing resonance.

Malayalam writer S. Hareesh bags 2020 JCB Prize for Literature

Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu virtually presented the Second National Water Awards.
He said water is a scarce natural resource that is fundamental to life, livelihood, food security 
and sustainable development.
In a series of tweets, Mr. Naidu said, we must take all possible steps for the conservation of this 
limited precious resource.
He extended his compliments to Tamil Nadu which bagged the Best State Award.

Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu virtually presents 2nd National Water 
Awards

Prof. A N Bhaduri Memorial Lecture Award-2020

Author Ruskin Bond to be conferred with TATA Literature Live! Lifetime 
Achievement Award for 2020

Mr. Bond has been recognised by the Indian Council of Child 
Education for his contribution to the growth of children’s liter-
ature in India.  He has also been conferred the Padma Shri and 
Padma Bhushan.
Ruskin Bond's celebration of nature through all of his writings has 
made him the first literary ‘eco-warriors’ of India, much before 
the phrase was coined. His stories also reflect his deep connection 
to both India and nature.
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Dr. Susanta Kar of Council of Scientific and Industrial Research- Central Drug Research Institute 
(CSIR-CDRI), Lucknow has been chosen for this year's Prof. A N Bhaduri Memorial Lecture 
Award by the Society of Biological Chemists (India).
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CBIC Founded: 1 January 1964.
CBIC Headquarters: New Delhi.

President of the Maldives: Ibrahim Mohamed Solih.
Capital of Maldives: Male; Currency of the Maldives: Maldivian Rufiyaa.

nov 

Polity and 
Governance
CBIC Chairman Ajit Kumar inaugu-
rates GST Bhawan in Panchkula

Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs, 
CBIC Chairman M. Ajit Kumar,  along with 
members of the Board inaugurated the GST Bhawan, Panchkula . The state of the art build-
ing will house the offices of Central GST at Panchkula. It has been built at a cost of about 31 
crores rupees.
This is the first major infrastructure project of CBIC completed in these times of COVID. The 
building is a fully air-conditioned three-storied building built on a plot of about 1.4 acres with 
7600 square meters covered area and seating capacity of about 200 persons.

India, Maldives sign four MoUs to boost ties

New Delhi and Male on signed four agreements, including a $100 million Indian grant for an 
ambitious connectivity project, during Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla’s visit to 
the Maldives.
In addition to two MoUs for “high impact” community development projects, the countries 
signed an MoU on cooperation in sports and youth affairs and another for the $100 million 
grant, which is part of India’s “$500 million packages” for the Greater Male Connectivity Proj-
ect (GMCP).In October, the two governments inked a deal for a $400 million line of credit 
from the Exim Bank of India.
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CEO of ICC: Manu Sawhney.
Headquarters of ICC: Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

2020

and 
Resignations

Appointments

nov

Former Delhi Chief Secretary M.M. Kutty to be the chairperson of Air 
Quality Commission

Ivory Coast Constitutional Council confirms Ouattara re-election

Former Chief Secretary of Delhi M.M. Kutty was late appointed Chairperson of the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Management in National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas (CAQM), 
according to a gazetted notification from the Environment Ministry made public 

New Zealand's Greg Barclay Elected 
ICC Chairman

Greg Barclay has been named the new independent chair of the 
International Cricket Council, beating Imran Khwaja to 
succeed Shashank Manohar, the sport's governing body 
announced.
The former New Zealand Cricket boss needed a two-thirds 
majority of the 16-person ICC board and received the all-im-
portant 11th vote from Cricket South Africa. Khwaja had been 
the interim chairman since Manohar stepped down in July.
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Ivory Coast Capital: Yamoussoukro.
Ivory Coast Currency: West African CFA franc.

Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) is based in 
Geneva, Switzerland,
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU): founded in 1889.
It consists of representatives from the National 
Parliaments of 179 countries.

2020nov 

Duarte Pacheco of Portugal elected as new President of Inter-Parlia-
mentary Union

Duarte Pacheco of Portugal has been elected as the new President of Inter-Parliamentary 
Union (IPU) for the period 2020-2023.
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla congratulated Pacheco for his election as President of IPU. 
In a message to Pacheco, Birla said “Your success in the election is a success of your vision 
of strengthening parliamentary diplomacy.” Speaker Om Birla hoped that Pacheco’s belief in 
ideals of democracy, rule of law, consensus building and multilateralism would help in building 
a stronger and more focused Inter-Parliamentary Union in sync with the changing times.

Ivory Coast’s Constitutional Council has formally ratified President 

Alassane Ouattara’s re-election to a third term after a tense election that was marred by 
clashes and an opposition boycott.
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West Indies batsman Marlon Samuels retires from all forms of cricket

Mumbai Indians win 5th IPL trophy, defeat Delhi Capitals by 5 wickets in 
final

West Indian batsman Marlon Samuels, who top-scored in both of the team’s 
T20 World Cup final wins during a career that also had its share of controver-
sies including a two-year ban for corruption, has retired from all forms of 
cricket.

Mumbai Indians defeated Delhi Capitals in the final of 
Indian Premier League (IPL) 2020 to lift their fifth IPL 
trophy. 
Mumbai Indians, who have played arguably the most attrac-
tive and effective brand of cricket in IPL 2020, defeated 
Delhi Capitals by 5 wickets to seal their fifth IPL trophy 
in what has been a sensational campaign for the four-time, 
now five-time IPL winners.

World silver-medallist Amit Panghal (52kg) 
and Sanjeet (91kg) struck gold in their first 
competition after a coronavirus-forced break, 
claiming the top honours at the Alexis Vastine 
International Boxing Tournament in Nantes, 
France. 
In the 75kg category, Asian silver-winner 
Ashish Kumar also claimed a gold after his 
opponent, American Joseph Gerome Hiks, 
gave him a walkover due to injury. However, 
Asian silver-medallist Kavinder Singh Bisht 
(57kg) settled for a silver medal after going 
down to local favourite Samuel Kistohurry in a 
split 2-1 verdict.

Amit Panghal, Ashish Kumar 
win gold in France meet
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China's Chen Meng claims ITTF Women's World Cup title

Turkish GP: Lewis Hamilton Wins 7th F1 World Title, Equals Michael 
Schumacher's Record

Sudeep Tyagi retires from all forms of cricket

World number one Chen Meng beat Chinese compatriot Sun 
Yingsha 11-13 11-6 11-9 11-6 11-8 to win her maiden ITTF Wom-
en's World Cup title in Weihai  as international table tennis 
returned from an eight-month hiatus due to COVID-19.
Chen Meng's victory at the bio-secure Weihai Nanhai Olympic 
Center made her the first winner of the ITTF #RESTART series 
and also took her tally of senior singles titles to 19.

Lewis Hamilton secured a record-equalling seventh Formula 
One world title after winning the Turkish Grand Prix and then 
warned pretenders to his crown "I'm only just getting start-
ed!" After a momentous drive from sixth on the grid, the Briton 
matched Michael Schumacher's haul of drivers' crowns with 
three races of the season remaining. 
Lewis Hamilton equalled Michael Schumacher's haul of most F1 
world titles (7) with a win in Turkish GP .

Right-arm medium-fast bowler, Sudeep Tyagi, who featured for 
India in four ODIs and a lone T20I, has announced retirement 
from all forms of the game.
The Uttar Pradesh pacer, who featured for India in four ODIs and a 
lone T20I, has thanked MS Dhoni and Suresh Raina among 
others in his retirement statement.
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Japan Capital: Tokyo.
Japan Currency: Japanese yen.
Japan Prime minister: Yoshihide Suga.
Prime Minister of Australia: Scott Morrison.
The currency of Australia: Australian dollar.
Capital of Australia: Canberra.
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The Bangladesh and US Navies launched 
the ‘Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Tr-
aining (CARAT) Bangladesh-2020’ to expand relationships and broaden maritime awareness 
between the two countries.
According to a press release issued by the US Embassy in Dhaka, the exercise demonstrates the 
US’s continuing commitment to work with the Bangladesh military to address shared mari-
time security concerns in the region and strengthen partnership to ensure a free and open 
Indo-Pacific region.
Speaking during the online inaugural programme, 
Commander of Expeditionary Strike Group (ESG-7) 
Rear Admiral Fred Kacher said that they will continue 
to operate with and learn from the Bangladesh Navy.

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga and his Australian counterpart Scott Morrison 
have signed a landmark defence deal in a bid to counter China's growing influence in the South 
China Sea and over the Pacific island nations.
The Reciprocal Access Agreement (RAA) comes weeks after foreign ministers of the Quad 
alliance, which includes the US and India, met in Tokyo. 
The pact allows Japanese and Australian troops to visit each other's countries and conduct 
training and joint operations. Australian Prime Minister said that the treaty will strengthen their 
security ties and facilitate cooperation between defence forces.

Bangladesh, US launch joint naval 
exercise ‘CARAT Bangladesh 2020’

Japan & Australia sign landmark defence deal to counter China's grow-
ing influence in the South China Sea

International 
A�airs
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National Payments Corporation of India MD & CEO: Dilip Asbe.
National Payments Corporation of India Headquarters: Mumbai.
National Payments Corporation of India Founded: 2008.

Madhya Pradesh Capital: Bhopal.
Madhya Pradesh Governor: Anandiben Patel(additional 
charge).
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister: Shivraj Singh Chouhan.
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Miscellaneous

Panna National Park in Madhya Pradesh, a popular tourist spot for wildlife lovers has been 
declared as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. 
Union Minister of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Prakash Javadekar sharing the 
news on Twitter congratulated the reserve for the status and praised its work on tiger conserva-
tion. 
Adding the tiger reserve to UNESCO’s list will help in exploring new measures towards the 
conservation of wildlife and sustainability.

The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) finally allowed Facebook-owned messag-
ing platform WhatsApp to roll out its payments service in the country in a “graded” manner. 
The NPCI runs the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) used for real-time payments between 
peers or at merchants’ end while making purchases.

The schemes will promote women researchers in regular service in academic and research 
institutions to take up R&D at the highest level through two categories of research support.

WhatsApp’s payments service gets NPCI nod

Department Of Science Launches SERB – POWER Fellowships For 
Women Scientists 

Panna Tiger Reserve gets UNES-
CO’s ‘Biosphere Reserve’ status, 
Environment Minister praises tiger 
conservation work
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Chief Minister of Kerala: Pinarayi Vijayan; Governor: Arif Mohammad Khan.

ICICI Lombard CEO: Bhargav Dasgupta.
ICICI Lombard  Headquarters: Mumbai.

Chief Minister of Assam: Sarbananda 
Sonowal; Governor: Prof. Jagdish Mukhi.
Folk Dance of Assam: Bihu dance, Bagu-
rumba, Bhortal Dance, Jhumur dance.
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Assam CM lays foundation stone of Indo-Israeli Centre of Excellence for 
Vegetables Protected Cultivation near Guwahati

India's First Solar-Powered Miniature Train Launched In Kerala

ICICI Lombard unveils new health insurance policies

The train, which would be an attraction for children 
especially, was part of a string of projects worth ₹ 60 
crore taken up to elevate the facilities at the panoram-
ic destination to international standards.
A solar energy-driven miniature train billed as the coun-
try's first of its kind, was inaugurated at the Veli Tourist 
Village in Thiruvananthapuram by Kerala Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan .

ICICI Lombard has recently unveiled three new health insurance policies, specially designed 
for the members of Freepaycard, an online pre-paid card trading platform. 
The new bite-sized insurance policies allow Freepaycard members to receive an assured 
amount in case of any injury or hospitalization for treatment. The premium starts from as 
low as ₹379.

In Assam, Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal laid the foundation stone of the Indo-Israeli 
Centre of Excellence for Vegetables Protected Cultivation near Guwahati in presence of 
Israeli Ambassador Dr. Ron Malka.
The Rs. 10.33-crore project is expected to bolster the agricultural activities in the state by 
providing exposure to the latest Israeli technologies.
Expressing hope that the Centre of Excellence would provide a major boost to agricultural 
and horticultural production in Assam, the Chief Minister said that it would be a valuable addi-
tion to the government’s efforts to double farmers’ income.
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India's longest motorable single lane suspension bridge inaugurated

ISRO Chairman: K.Sivan.
ISRO Headquarters: Bengaluru, Karnataka.

A Initiative

PSLV-C49, carrying India's earth observation satellite and 9 others, 
lifts off from Sriharikota

Marathi film Karkhanisanchi Waari only Indian entry at Tokyo Interna-
tional Film Festival

In this photo provided by ISRO, India's Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV) C-49, ahead of its 51st 
mission, which will lift off EOS-01 as primary satellite 
and nine other international commercial satellites 
onboard from Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC), 
in Sriharikota.

      

Uttarakhand Chief Minister: Trivendra Singh Rawat.
Governor of Uttarakhand: Baby Rani Maurya.

Uttarakhand CM Trivendra Singh Rawat inaugurated 
the country's longest motorable single lane suspen-
sion bridge. 
The country's longest motorable Dobra-Chanthi Jhula 
bridge in the Tehri-Garhwal district will work to 
connect more than 100 villages, the CM said. The 
440-meter-long bridge has been built at a cost of
₹2.96 crores.

      Marathi film ‘Karkhanisanchi Waari’ (Ashes On A 
Road Trip) directed by Mangesh Joshi is the lone 
Indian entry at the 33rd Tokyo International Film Festi-
val 
The 149-minute film tells the story of the Karkhanis, the 
last joint family of Pune, which after the family patri-
arch dies, undertakes a road journey to Pandharpur to 
immerse his ashes in the holy Chandrabhaga river.
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India’s first moss garden comes up near Nainital

Former HDFC MD Aditya Puri joins Carlyle 
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2020nov

Uttarakhand Chief Minister: Trivendra Singh Rawat.
Governor of Uttarakhand: Baby Rani Maurya.

      

      

India’s first moss garden has been developed at Khur-
patal in the Nainital district.
The main aim behind developing the garden was to 
conserve the various species of moss and other bryo-
phytes and to make people aware of its significance 
in the environment besides creating a recreation 
centre for tourists.

Aditya Puri, who retired as the CEO of HDFC Bank on 
October 26, has joined global investment firm Carlyle 
as a senior adviser.
Puri was the first CEO of HDFC Bank when it was set up 
in 1994 and ran the bank for 26 years before retiring on 
October 26, 2020. 
Puri grew HDFC Bank into the largest private sector 
bank in India with over $210 billion of assets, and the 
most valuable bank in India with a market cap of over 
$90 billion. 

Priyanca Radhakrishnan became the first-ever 
Indian-origin minister in New Zealand after Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern announced her new cabi-
net. 
Born in India, Ms. Radhakrishnan went to school in 
Singapore before moving to New Zealand to further 
her education. 
She was elected first as a Member of Parliament 
belonging to the Labour Party in September 2017. 
In 2019, she was appointed the Parliamentary Private 
Secretary to the Minister for Ethnic Communities.

Priyanca Radhakrishnan becomes first Indian origin New Zealand min-
ister 
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Joe Biden elected as the President of United States of America Date

Navneet Munot appointed CEO and MD of HDFC AMC Date

Nitish Kumar takes oath as Bihar CM Date

For the first time in US history, a woman has been elected to the 
executive branch of the United States Government. 
Kamala Harris is all set to become the first female US vice-president. 
She was just the third female vice-presidential candidate from a 
major party. 
Ms. Harris will also become the second person of colour to be elect-
ed either president or vice-president. 

Democratic candidate Joseph Biden has been elected the 46th 
President of the United States, beating the incumbent U.S. 
President Donald Trump, by securing more than the required 270 
of 538 Electoral College votes needed to win the White House. 
Mr. Biden’s running mate, Kamala Devi Harris, will become the 
first woman and first Indian- and African-American Vice-Presi-
dent of the country. 

HDFC Asset Management Company (AMC) announced 
Navneet Munot as the new Managing Director & CEO. 
Munot, currently the Chief Investment Officer (CIO) at SBI 
Mutual Fund, will be succeeding the current MD Milind 
Barve. 

Nitish Kumar took oath as the chief minister of Bihar for the 
fourth consecutive term at a ceremony attended by top 
BJP and JD(U) leaders. 
BJP leaders Tarkishore Prasad and Renu Devi took oath 
as the deputy chief ministers. 
Nitish has served as CM for 14 years and two months in three 
different tenures. 
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EAM S Jaishankar participates in East Asia summit Date

Lonar lake declared a Ramsar site 

Lakshmi Vilas bank to merged with DBS Bank 

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar participated in the East Asia summit held virtually. 
He stressed the importance of respecting territorial integrity. 
The summit was chaired by Prime Minister of Vietnam Nguyen Xuan Phuc in his capacity as 
chair of the ASEAN and all the EAS member nations attended it. India is generally represented 
at the summit by the Prime Minister. 
The East Asia Summit is a premier forum in the Asia-Pacific 
region dealing with issues relating to security and 
defence. 
Since its inception in 2005, it has been playing a significant 
role in the strategic, geopolitical, and economic evolution of 
East Asia.
Apart from the 10 ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations) member states, East Asia Summit includes India, 
China, Japan, Republic of Korea, Australia, New Zealand, 
United States, and Russia.

The meteor lake at Lonar in Buldhana district has been 
declared a Ramsar site, a conservation status 
conferred by International Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands. 
The lake is part of Lonar Wildlife Sanctuary. It is the 
second Ramsar site in the state after Nandur Madh-
meshwar Bird Sanctuary in Nashik district, which 
was declared a Ramsar site in January. 
The Lonar lake, situated in the Deccan Plateau’s volca-
nic basalt rock, was created by the impact of a meteor 
35,000 to 50,000 years ago. The water in the lake is 
highly saline and alkaline, containing special microor-
ganisms like anaerobes, Cyanobacteria and phyto-
plankton.
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Pilibhit Tiger Reserve Gets Global Award For Doubling Tiger Population

Yogi govt clears proposal to rename Ayodhya airport as Sri Ram airport

Jallikattu goes to the Oscars

Banking regulator RBI has announced a draft 
scheme to amalgamate the troubled Lakshmi Vilas 
Bank (LVB) into DBS Bank India, which is fully owned 
by DBS Bank Ltd. As per the draft scheme of amalga-
mation of LVB with DBS Bank India, the entire 
amount of the paid-up share capital will be written off. 
DBIL will pay LVB’s depositors fully if they do not wish 
to continue to remain with the lender post-merger. 
Even employees are protected as far as the draft 
merger scheme goes

The Pilibhit Tiger Reserve (PTR) has bagged internation-
al award TX2 for doubling the number of tigers in the 
past four years.
The number of tigers in the reserve area has gone up to 
65 from 25 in the period of just four years, Deputy Direc-
tor of PTR Naveen Khandelwal 
The award was virtually presented to the state's principal 
chief conservator of forest (wildlife) bringing honour to 
the entire state's forest department.

Released in Kerala in October 2019, Jallikattu was premiered at the 
2019 Toronto International Film Festival and the 24th Busan Interna-
tional Film Festival, where it received much acclaim
Jallikattu, a Malayalam film about a hunt for a bull on the run, is 
India’s entry to the Oscars in 2021.
Jallikattu is the second Malayalam film to be entered for the Oscars, 
after Adaminte Makan Abu in 2011. Zoya Akhtar’s musical drama 
Gully Boy was last year’s entry.

Uttar Pradesh Cabinet, led by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, cleared the proposal to rename 
the Ayodhya airport as Maryada Purushottam Shri Ram Airport.
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Banking and Financial Awareness

PRACTICE CURRENT AFFAIRS MCQ’S

Ques -1) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has allocated what amount of aid to its developing 
member countries to access coronavirus vaccine?

(a) USD 30 million   �   (b) USD 25 million (c) USD 10 million (d) USD 20 million

Ques -2) The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has set up an Innovation Hub for the financial sector. 
Who will be chairperson of this hub?

(a) Bimal Jalan (b) Natarajan Chandrasekaran
(c) Nandan Nilekani (d) Senapathy (Kris) Gopalakrishnan

Ques -3) Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM) has signed an agree-
ment with which bank for providing advisory services for asset monetization?

(a) Reserve Bank of India (b) Asian Development Bank
(c) European Central Bank (d) World Bank

Ques -4) Which bank has entered into a partnership with global non-profit education plat-
form-edX?

(a) Bank of Baroda (b) Punjab National Bank (c) State Bank of India (d) Canara Bank

Ques -5) Which has become the first bank to go live as a ‘Financial Information Provider’ (FIP) 
under the new ‘Account Aggregator Framework’ of RBI? 

(a) HDFC Bank (b) Karur Vysya Bank (c) Bandhan Bank (d) IndusInd Bank

Ques -6) Which bank has been named as the World’s Safest Bank in the 29th Annual Ranking Of 
World’s Safest Banks released by Global Finance?

(a) BNG Bank (b) KfW (c) Royal Bank of Canada (d) DBS Bank

Ques-7)  NABARD has sanctioned loans worth ₹ 8504.30 lakh under Rural Infrastructure Develop-
ment Fund to which state government for various Social Infrastructure Projects?

(a) Maharashtra (b) Tamil Nadu (c) Gujarat (d) Goa

Ques -8) Axis Bank will acquire _____ per cent stake in Max Life, instead of 17 per cent decided 
earlier?

(a) 19% (b) 15% (c) 20% (d) D. 14%

Ques -9) The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has approved acquisition of General Insur-
ance Business of Bharti AXA by which company? 

(a) HDFC Standard Life (b) ICICI Lombard
(c) Max Life Insurance (d) Kotak Mahindra Life Insurance

Ques -10) WThe union government has provided how much amount to Regional Rural Banks 
(RRBs) considering their importance in agriculture finance during these difficult times?

(a) A. Rs 670 crore (b) Rs 530 crore (c) Rs 710 crore (d) Rs 800 crore

nov 2020bankiq.in
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Ques -11) Which Small Finance Bank has entered into agreement with Care Health Insurance 
Company for health insurance products?

(a) Ujjivan Small Finance Bank (b) Janalakshmi Small Finance Bank
(c) Equitas Small Finance Bank (d) A U Small Finance Bank

Ques -12)  Which bank has introduced a new employee-centric initiative, called the Employee 
Assistance Programme?

(a) Punjab National Bank (b) Bank of Baroda (c) State Bank of India (d) Canara Bank

Ques -13)  Which Bank has launched the Mine Programme for millennials?

(a) ICICI Bank (b) Axis Bank (c) Yes Bank (d) HDFC Bank

Ques -14) The Reserve Bank has  came out with a CLM scheme. What is the full form of CLM? 

(a) Co-Lending Model (b) Cash Lending Model
(c) Collateral Lending Model (d) Credit Risk Lending Model

Ques -15) The Securities and Exchange Board Of India (SEBI) has enhanced the foreign investment 
limit per fund house from $300 million to _________?

(a) $400 million (b) $350 million (c) $500 million (d) $600 million

Ques -16) Which IT company will acquire the Postbank Systems AG from Deutsche Bank AG?

(a) Tech Mahindra (b) Wipro (c) Infosys (d) TCS

Ques -17) Which bank has launched the Current & Savings Account (CASA) campaign of FY 
2020-21?

(a) Bank of Baroda (b) Karnataka Bank
(c) Punjab National Bank (d) Bank of Maharashtra

Ques -18) The Fifteenth Finance Commission has suggested increasing public spending on the 
health sector to ________ per cent from 0.95% of GDP by 2024?

(a) 1.5% (b) 2.5% (c) 2.0% (d) 1.75%

Ques -19) The Indian government has imposed a one-month moratorium on which bank, with-
drawals capped at Rs 25,000?

(a) Karur Vysya Bank (b) IndusInd Bank (c) Dhanlaxmi Bank (d) Lakshmi Vilas Bank

Ques -20) Which Payments Bank has successfully launched the doorstep service to submit Digital 
Life Certificate?

(a) Airtel Payments Bank (b) India Post Payments Bank
(c) Fino Payments Bank (d) Jio Payments Bank

Ques -21) Equitas Small Finance Bank has appointed whom as their new brand ambassador?

(a) PV Sindhu (b) Parineeti Chopra (c) Smriti Mandhana (d) Mary Kom

nov 2020bankiq.in
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Ques -22) Which bank has partnered with Pine Labs to unveil Cardless EMI?

(a) Axis Bank (b) HDFC Bank (c) ICICI Bank (d) DYes Bank

Ques -23) The Government of India and the New Development Bank (NDB) have signed a loan 
agreement worth how much amount for the ‘Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut Regional Rapid Transit 
System Project?

(a) USD 500 million (b) USD 400 million
(c) USD 300 million (d) USD 200 million

Ques -24) Which bank has signed an agreement with Luxembourg Stock Exchange at the first-ev-
er India-Luxembourg Virtual Summit?

(a) Axis Bank (b) Bank of Baroda (c) HDFC Bank (d) State Bank of India

Ques -25) Which among the following has partnered with SBI YONO Krishi App for boosting 
accessibility of quality agri-products in India?

(a) TRIFED (b) IFFCO Bazar (c) FICCI (d) NAFED

Ques -26) Which bank has announced the launch of SmartHub Merchant Solutions 3.0?

(a) Axis Bank (b) HDFC Bank (c) ICICI Bank (d) Yes Bank

Ques -27) Which has become the first non bank company to launch American Express Card?

(a) MobiKwik (b) LendingKart (c) Freecharge (d) PayU

Ques -28) Which Bank has launched the "Mooh Band Rakho" Campaign to Create Awareness on 
Cyber Frauds?

(a) Axis Bank (b) Yes Bank (c) HDFC Bank (d) ICICI Bank

Ques -29) The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cancelled the Certificate of Authorisation (CoA) of 
how many Payment System Operators (PSOs)? 

(a) Five (b) Four (c) Three (d) Seven

�����
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Appointments and Resignations

Ques-1) Maia Sandu has become the first woman President of which country?

(a) Malta (b) Ukraine (c) Romania (d) Moldova

Ques -2) Who has been appointed as the Managing Director And Chief Executive Officer of HDFC 
Mutual Fund?

(a) Navneet Munot (b) Raghav Iyengar (c) Amit Purohit (d) Nilesh Shah

Ques-3) Who has been appointed as the new Vigilance Commissioner of Gujarat?

(a) Sangeeta Singh (b) Usha Radha (c) Neha Kumari (d) Anita Karwal

Ques-4) Who has become New Zealand’s first-ever Indian-origin minister?

(a) Parmjeet Parmar (b) Priyanca Radhakrishnan
(c) Kanwaljit Singh Bakshi (d) Lisa Singh

Ques -5) Who has become the first woman Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Alliance Air?

(a) Nivedita Bhasim (b) Shubhangi Sharma
(c) Harpreet  Singh (d) Archana Thakur

Ques-6) Who has been appointed as a new patron of Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) Foundation?

(a) Michael Holding (b) Glenn McGrath (c) Curtly Ambrose (d) Dale Steyn

Ques -7) Aung San Suu Kyi, who has won the elections of Myanmar, belongs to which political 
party?

(a) National League for Democracy (b) Arakan National Party
(c) Mon National Party (d) Democratic Party

Ques-8) Sheikh Salman bin Hamad al-Khalifa has been appointed as the Prime Minister of which 
country?

(a) Qatar (b) Kuwait (c) Bahrain (d) Oman

�����
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Sports

Ques -1) Which country has got the hosting rights of the FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup 2022?

(a) India (b) Peru (c) Australia (d) Qatar

Ques -2) Marlon Samuels is associated with which sports?

(a) Hockey (b) Badminton (c) Cricket (d) Football

Ques -3) Who has become the only the fourth player to earn 1,000 Open Era singles victories? 

(a) Novak Djokovic (b) Andy Murray (c) Rafael Nadal (d) Dominic Thiem

Ques -4) Which state has inaugurated  the first ever Nayar Valley Adventure Sports festival in 
Pauri district ?

(a) Assam (b) Himachal Pradesh (c) Uttarakhand (d) Arunachal Pradesh

Ques -5) Who has been named event ambassador of the 16th Airtel Delhi Half Marathon sched-
uled to be held on November 29?

(a) Mary Kom (b) Sushil Kumar (c) Geeta Phogat (d) Abhinav Bindra

Ques -6) Sudeep Tyagi, who has announced retirement, is associated with which sports?

(a) Hockey (b) Badminton (c) Wrestling (d) Cricket

Ques -7) Which country will host the Women’s T20 World Cup in February 2023?

(a) India (b) South Africa (c) New Zealand (d) Australia

Ques -8) Which state has inaugurated  the first ever Nayar Valley Adventure Sports festival in 
Pauri district ?

(a) Assam (b) Himachal Pradesh (c) Uttarakhand (d) Arunachal Pradesh

Ques -9) Which team has won the Jio Women’s T20 Challenge title held at the Sharjah Cricket Sta-
dium?

(a) Supernovas (b) Velocity (c) Spider (d) Trailblazers

Ques -10) Which Formula 1 Racer has won the 2020 Turkish Grand Prix?

(a) Valtteri Bottas (b) Lewis Hamilton (c) Charles Leclerc (d) Sebastian Vettel

Ques -11) Who among the following has won the Orange Cap in IPL 2020?

(a) KL Rahul (b) Kagiso Rabada (c) Devdutt Padikkal (d) Jofra Archer

Ques -6) Sudeep Tyagi, who has announced retirement, is associated with which sports?

Ques -7) Which country will host the Women’s T20 World Cup in February 2023?
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Ques -1) What is the rank of the India in the Nation Brand Index (NBI) 2020 released by Ipsos in 
collaboration with Simon Anholt?

(a) 25th (b) 34th (c) 18th (d) 40th

Ques -2) What is the rank of India in Business Bribery Risks of 2020?

(a) 77th (b) 45th (c) 34th (d) 67th

Ques -3) According to a report published in the medical journal The Lancet, what is the rank of 
India in Body Mass Idex (BMI)?

(a) 134th (b) 196th (c) 112th (d) 140th

Rank & Reports

Ques -1) Douglas Stuart has won the 2020 Booker Prize for his novel?

(a) The Sellout (b) The Sense of an Ending (c) Wolf Hall (d) Shuggie Bain

Ques -2)  Who will be conferred with the Vatayan Lifetime Achievement Award?

(a) Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ (b) Suresh Prabu
(c) Narendra Modi (d) Nitin Gadkari

Ques -3) Who was honoured with Bharat Ratna Dr Ambedkar Award 2020 for her significant con-
tribution to Indian cinema?

(a) Sara Ali Khan (b) Taapsee Pannu (c) Madhuri Dixit (d) Richa Chadha

Ques -4) Who among the following has won the women’s single title at Linz Open 2020?

(a) Elise Mertens (b) Aryna Sabalenka (c) Simona Halep (d) Petra Kvitova

Ques -5) Who was conferred with the Capital Foundation National Award for his contribution to 
sports?

(a) Rahul Dravid (b) Kiren Rijiju (c) Himanta Biswa Sarma (d) Narinder Batra

Ques -6) Who has been awarded the International Children’s Peace Prize for his work to stop 
cyber bullying of teens?

(a) Sadat Rahman (b) Autumn Peltier (c) Ridhima Pandey (d) Isra Hirsi

Ques -7) Which building of Russia had received the Emporis' 2020 Skyscraper Award?

(a) Mercury City (b) Lakhta Center (c) Grand Tower (d) Triumph Palace

Honours and Awards

nov 2020bankiq.in

Ques -1) What is the rank of the India in the Nation Brand Index (NBI) 2020 released by Ipsos in 

Rank & Reports

STUDY IQA Initiative Page 34



Ques -1) What is the motto of the National Cadet Corps (NCC)?

(a) Not me but you (b) Service Before Self
(c) Unity and discipline (d) Duty Unto Death

Ques -2) The Tungabhadra Pushkaralu is a 12-day festival held in honour of the Tungabhadra river. 
The river flows through which state?

(a) Karnataka (b) Andhra Prdesh (c) Telangana (d) All of above

Ques -3) Which country has launched the world’s first hydrogen powered double-decker buses?

(a) New Zealand (b) Italy (c) Scotland (d) Netherland

Ques -4) Which country has decided to return 18th century Annapurna statue to India?

(a) Britain (b) Canada (c) South Africa (d) Norway

Ques -5) Mastercard and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) has 
launched which project in India for women entrepreneurs?

(a) Sankalp (b) Kirana (c) Samridhhi (d) Kayakalp

Ques -6) According to the 2018 report on “vital statistics of India based on the Civil Registration 
System”, which state has recorded the best sex ratio in the country?

(a) Gujarat (b) Manipur (c) Kerala (d) Arunachal Pradesh

Ques -7) The bird Willow Warbler was sighted for the first time in the country in which city?

(a) Bhopal (b) Thiruvananthapuram (c) Pune (d) Kolkata

Ques -8) What is the theme of the 23rd edition of the Bengaluru Tech Summit (BTS)? 

(a) Innovation and Impact (b) Next Is Now
(c) Idea, Innovation, Invention (d) AI in Today’s Life

Ques -9) Typhoon Vamco, which was in news recently, has hit which country?

(a) Japan (b) Canada (c) Indonesia (d) Philippines

Ques -10) Asia’s first solar power-enabled Textile Mill will come up in which district of Maharash-
tra? 

(a) Gondia (b) Solapur (c) Yavatmal (d) Parbhani

Ques -11) Where is the National Rail and Transportation Institute (NRTI) located?

(a) Bhilai (b) Lucknow (c) Vadodara (d) Kolkata

Ques -12) What is the revised GDP growth projection for India by Moody’s for year 2020?

(a) -8.9% (b) -9.6% (c) -9.1% (d) -8.2%

Miscellaneous

nov 2020bankiq.in

Miscellaneous

STUDY IQA Initiative Page 35



Ques -13) Equitas Small Finance Bank (ESFB) has launched which savings account for women 
offering 7 per cent interest?

(a) DIVA (b) EVA (c) DIA (d) TIA

Ques -14) Fuvahmulah and Addu Atoll of which country have joined UNESCO's World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves? 

(a) Maldives (b) Indonesia (c) Cambodia (d) Vietnam

Ques -15) What is the theme of the World Cities Day 2020? 

(a) Valuing Our Communities and Cities (b) Better City, Better Life
(c) Changing the world (d) Make the Shift

Ques -16)  Typhoon Goni has hit which country recently? 

(a) Vietnam (b) Philippines (c) Taiwan (d) Malaysia

Ques -17) KVIC has launched a Limited Edition of two-layered "Happy Diwali" printed face masks. 
KVIC comes under the aegis of which ministry?

(a) Ministry of Agriculture (b) Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
(c) Ministry of Rural Development (d) Ministry of Commerce and Industry

Ques -18) What capacity of Ultra Mega Renewal Energy Power Park will be set up near borders 
areas of  India-Pak in Rajasthan?

(a) 5000 MW (b) 6000 MW (c) 8000 MW (d) 7000 MW

Ques -19) Which Insurance company in partnership with Freepaycard has launched Group Safe-
guard Insurance?

(a) HDFC Standard Life (b) ICICI Lombard
(c) Max Life Insurance (d) Kotak Mahindra Life Insurance

Ques -20)  Where is Mansar Lake Development Plan inaugurated recently by Union Minister Jiten-
dra Singh?

(a) Ladakh (b) Uttarakhand (c) Jammu & Kashmir (d) Himachal Pradesh

Ques -21) According to the WWF Water Risk Filter, how many Indian cities will face ‘water risk’ by 
2050?

(a) 20 (b) 25 (c) 15 (d) 30

Ques -22) According to the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE), India's unemployment 
rate stood at _______ per cent in october in urban and rural areas ?

(a) 5.4% (b) 7.2% (c) 6.98% (d) 6.1%

Ques -23) Ro-Pax ferry service between Hazira and Ghogha will be inaugurated by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in which state?

(a) Bihar (b) Gujarat (c) West Bengal (d) Uttar Pradesh
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Ques -24) The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has decided to start issuing forecast for 
which among the following from next monsoon?

(a) Dengue outbreak (b) Malaria outbreak
(c) Swine Flu outbreak (d) Chikungunya outbreak

Ques -25) The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has imposed a cap of what percent 
of total volume of transactions processed in UPI by a Third Party App Provider (TPAP)?

(a) 25% (b) 40% (c) 30% (d) 50%

Ques -26)  India's first solar-based Integrated Multi-Village Water Supply Project (IMVWSP) was 
inaugurated in which state?

(a) Arunachal Pradesh (b) Bihar (c) Jharkhand (d) Assam

Ques -27) 13th Urban Mobility India Conference was held on which theme?

(a) Emerging Trends in Urban Mobility (b) Accessible and liveable Cities
(c) Green Urban Mobility (d) Planning Mobility for City’s Sustainability

Ques -28) India’s Longest  Motorable Suspension Bridge “Dobra-Chanti”, which was recently inau-
gurated in Uttarakhand, is built on which lake?

(a) Tehri Lake (b) Nainital Lake (c) Bhimtal Lake (d) Roop Kund Lake

Ques -29)  Which is the only Indian entry at 33rd Tokyo International Film Festival?

(a) Dil Bechara (b) Natkhat (c) Karkhanisanchi Waari (d) Ponmagal Vandhl

Ques -30) What is the name of the Navy’s fifth Scorpene class submarine which was launched at 
Mumbai’s Mazagon Dock?

(a) Vagir (b) Kalvari (c) Vagsheer (d) Karanj

Ques -31) Which city of Mexico was named World Book Capital for the year 2022 by UNESCO?

(a) Toluca (b) Zapopan (c) Saltillo (d) Guadalajara

Ques -32)  The Oil Palm Project has recently been launched through video conferencing in which 
state?

(a) Manipur (b) Sikkim (c) Arunachal Pradesh (d) Nagaland

Ques -33)  MegaScope, which was seen in news recenty, was launched by which among the 
following?

(a) SEBI (b) NABARD (c) National Medical Commission (d) IIT Alumni Council

Ques -34) Which Airport  has set up 139 bio-waste bins of different sizes across the airport for 
disposing used Personal Protective Equipment?

(a) Kempegowda International Airport (b) Veer Savarkar International Airport
(c) Vijayawada International Airport (d) Indira Gandhi International Airport
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Ques -35) Who represented India at the 15th East Asia Summit (EAS) chaired by the Prime Minister 
of Vietnam?

(a) Narendra Modi (b) Ram Nath Kovind (c) S. Jaishankar (d) Venkaiah Naidu

Ques -36) Which state/UT has launched Kalaignar Karunanidhi breakfast scheme for school stu-
dents?

(a) Odisha (b) Delhi (c) Delhi (d) Andhra Pradesh

Ques -37) India’s first Sandalwood Museum will be set up in which city?

(a) Hyderabad (b) Kollam (c) Pune (d) Mysuru

Ques -38) Lonar Lake, which was declared as Ramsar Site, is situated in which district of Maha-
rashtra?

(a) Gadchiroli (b) Buldhana (c) Latur (d) Nanded

Ques -39)  How many coal mines were auctioned for commercial mining by the Central Govern-
ment recently?

(a) 11 (b) 19 (c) 13 (d) 22

Ques -40) Keetham Lake or sur Sarovar Lake of which state has been designated as the Ramsar 
Site?

(a) Madhya Pradesh (b) Gujarat (c) Jharkhand (d) Uttar Pradesh

Ques -41) Bande Utkala Janani, which is a state song of Odisha, is written by whom?

(a) Laxmikanta Mohapatra (b) Manoj Das
(c) Sitakant Mahapatra (d) Santanu Kumar Acharya

Ques -42) How many Asia Pacific countries have signed the world’s biggest free trade deal called 
as ‘Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)’ deal?

(a) Ten (b) Fifteen (c) Thirteen (d) Eleven

Ques -43)  Nitish Kumar took oath as the _________th chief minister of Bihar?

(a) 38th (b) 37th (c) 35th (d) 30th

Ques -44) Who has been recognized as the world’s youngest author by the International Book of 
Records?

(a) Saloni Srivastava (b) Mayuri Bhargav (c) Abhijita Gupta (d) Sanya Gupta

Ques -46) Oil India Ltd has made a natural gas discovery in Tinsukia. Tinsukia is located in which 
state?

(a) Nagaland (b) Assam (c) West Bengal (d) Odisha
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● The Asian Development Bank (ADB) said it has allocated USD 20.3 million aid to its developing member
countries to access coronavirus vaccine and establish systems to enable equitable and efficient vaccine
distribution.
● The funds will be available for ADB developing members to support vaccine-related health system assess-
ments and the development of country readiness plans to strengthen the capacity to access, introduce,
deploy, deliver, and monitor vaccines safely and effectively.
● The technical assistance will also support the identification and promotion of innovative cold chain and

vaccine tracking technologies.

mcq’s solution
  Banking and Financial Awareness

Ans-1 (D) 

ADB allocates USD 20 million to help developing members access Covid-19 vaccines

● The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has set up an Innovation Hub for the financial sector and appointed Senap-
athy (Kris) Gopalakrishnan, co-founder and former co-chairman of Infosys, as the chairperson of the govern-
ing council for the entity.
● The central bank had said in its August monetary policy that it was going to set up a Reserve Bank Innova-
tion Hub (RBIH) to promote innovation across the financial sector by leveraging on technology and creating
an environment which would facilitate and foster innovation.
● The aim of the RBIH is to create an eco-system that would “focus on promoting access to financial services
and products. This will also promote financial inclusion.

Ans-2 (D) 

RBI sets up innovation hub for financial sector under Kris Gopalakrishnan

● vDIPAM, which mainly handles government's disinvestment programme, signed an agreement with the
World Bank for providing advisory services for asset monetization.
● The Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM) is mandated with facilitating
monetization of non-core assets of government CPSEs (central public sector enterprises) under strategic
disinvestment.
● The World Bank advisory project, approved by the Finance Minister, is aimed at analyzing public asset

monetization in India and benchmarking its institutional and business models against international best
practices as well as supporting development of operational guidelines and capacity building for their imple-
mentation," an official statement said.
● It is expected that this project would facilitate and accelerate the non-core asset monetization process

and help unlock the value of these unused/marginally used assets which have the potential to substantially
augment financial resources for further investments and growth, it added.The amount raised through the
sale of non-core assets would form part of the disinvestment proceeds.
● The government has set a target of raising Rs 2.10 lakh crore from disinvestment in the current financial

year. Of this, Rs 1.20 lakh crore is to be raised through CPSE disinvestment.

Ans-3 (D) 

DIPAM signs pact with World Bank for advising on CPSE asset monetization

● The country's largest public sector lender, State Bank of India (SBI), has entered into a partnership with
global non-profit education platform-edX to offer Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) on the platform
from November 2020 onwards, a company statement said here.
● SBI has entered into the strategic partnership with edX with the aim to develop skill sets of career-oriented
individuals in today's competitive world.

Ans-4 (C) 

SBI partners with edX to offer massive open online courses
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● The bank will initially offer three courses -- Unleashing Creativity at the Workplace, Relationship Market-
ing Strategy for Financial Services and Conflict Resolution of four to six weeks duration each.
● The interested students will have to spend two to three hours per week on these courses.

● IndusInd Bank announced that it has gone live as a ‘Financial Information Provider’ (FIP) under the new
‘Account Aggregator Framework’ of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), making it the first bank in the country
to do so.
● With this, customers can now avail a host of benefits such as viewing statements of their accounts, track

deposits, plan investments (such as shares, mutual funds, Insurance, EPF, PPF), avail credit cards, etc. on a
single window, thereby empowering them to take informed decisions pertaining to their finances.
The Account Aggregator system offers the following benefits to customers:
      Eliminates the existing process of physical document submission which is time consuming.
      Enables individuals and SME customers to share their financial information digitally with regulated 
financial institutions like banks, NBFC’s among others, within a secure framework.
       Allows customers to have better control on financial information shared by providing his/her explicit 
consent before sharing the information.

Ans-5 (B) 

IndusInd Bank first bank to go live on RBI’s 'Account Aggregator Framework'

● Global Finance has announced its 29th annual ranking of the World’s Safest Banks.
● Winners were selected through an evaluation of long-term foreign currency ratings—from Moody’s,

Standard & Poor’s and Fitch—of the largest banks worldwide.
● KfW , Germany Secured The 1st Place In World’s Safest Banks 2020 List
● SBI Is The Safest Bank In India As Per Global Finances
● DBS Bank , Singapore Is Recognized Qs The Safest Bank In Asia

Ans-6 (B) 

Global Finance Names The 2020 World’s Safest Banks

● NABARD has sanctioned loans worth ₹ 8504.30 lakh under Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF)
to the Government of Goa for various Social Infrastructure Projects in the State.
● With this, NABARD achieved 100% of the target fixed for sanction to the State Government during 2020-21;
said Smt Usha Ramesh, General Manager/OiC, NABARD.
● She further stated that RIDF was  instituted in NABARD with the sole objective of giving low cost support

to State Governments and State owned Corporations for quick completion of projects related to medium and
minor irrigation, soil conservation and others forms of rural infrastructure.

Ans-7 (D) 

NABARD sanctions over � 8504.30 lakh under RIDF scheme to Government of Goa during 2020-21

● Axis Bank announced that the private lender together with its subsidiaries Axis Capital and Axis Securities
will acquire 19 per cent stake in Max Life, instead of 17 per cent which the bank had decided in August.
● Under the revised agreements, Axis Bank will acquire up to 9.002 per cent of the equity share capital of

Max Life, and Axis Capital and Axis Securities will together acquire up to 3 per cent of the share capital of Max
Life.”
● In addition, Axis Entities will have a right to acquire an additional stake of up to 7 per cent of the equity

share capital of Max Life, the lender added.

Ans-8 (A) 

Axis Bank to buy 19% stake in Max Life vs 17% earlier

Ans-9 (B) 

CCI approves acquisition of Bharti AXA by ICICI Lombard

nov 2020bankiq.in

  The bank will initially offer three courses -- Unleashing Creativity at the Workplace, Relationship Market
ing Strategy for Financial Services and Conflict Resolution of four to six weeks duration each.

STUDY IQA Initiative Page 40



● The Competition Commission of India (CCI) approved acquisition of General Insurance Business of Bharti
AXA General Insurance Company Limited (Bharti AXA) by ICICI Lombard General Insurance Company Limited
(ICICI Lombard) under Section 31(1) of the Competition Act, 2002, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs said in a
statement.
● Bharti AXA, on the other hand, is a general insurance company registered with the IRDAI and is a joint

venture held by Bharti General Ventures Private Limited (51%) and Societe Beaujon (49%).
● It is engaged in providing general insurance products, including motor, health, travel, crop and home

insurance to its customers.

● In a bid to strengthen capital base, the union government has provided Rs 670 crore to Regional Rural
Banks (RRBs) considering their importance in agriculture finance during these difficult times.
● Of the 43 RRBs, about one-third especially from north-eastern and eastern regions are in losses and they

needed fund to meet regulatory capital requirement of 9 per cent, sources said.
● As per the current scheme for recapitalisation of RRBs, the capital support is provided to these banks by

the Centre, concerned state governments and the sponsor banks in the ratio of 50:15:35, respectively to enable
them to meet the regulatory requirement of capital to risk weighted assets ratio (CRAR) of 9 per cent.
● According to sources, matching funds were released by sponsor banks and many of the state govern-

ments.
● With the infusion, sources said, CRAR of these weak RRBs rose to 9 per cent level as per the regulatory

norms prescribed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
● This round of infusion would take care of capital needs till March 31, 2021, sources added.

Ans-10 (A)  

Govt provides Rs 670-cr support to Regional Rural Banks to meet regulatory capital

● AU Small Finance Bank entered into agreement with Care Health Insurance Company for health insur-
ance products as Corporate Agent.
● The Bank has been issued certificate of registration CA0515 under Registration of Corporate Agents - Regu-
lations, 2015 by Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) and Bank has entered into
agreement with Care Health Insurance Company (formerly known as Religare Health Insurance Company)
for health insurance products, AU Small Finance Bank said.
● This tie up shall be mutually beneficial for Care Health Insurance Company and AU Small Finance Bank in

terms of business, market penetration and reach.

Ans-11 (D) 

AU Bank enters into agreement with Care Health

● Bank of Baroda (BoB) said it has introduced an ‘Employee Assistance Program’ to help its employees to
deal with their personal problems and professional issues through psychological counselling and consulting.
● The aim of Employee Assistance Program is to help employees to deal with their personal problems and

professional issues through a psychological counselling and consulting program.

Ans-12 (B) 

Bank of Baroda rolls out well-being programme for its employees

● ICICI Bank  announced the launch of India’s first comprehensive banking programme for millennials.
Inspired by ‘Millennial Network’, the proposition is called ‘ICICI Bank Mine’ and offers an instant savings
account, a feature driven iMobile application that offers investment guidance to suit the demand of millenni-
als, curated credit and debit card, instant personal loans & overdrafts, and even an experiential branch with
social engagement space.
● Any millennial aged up to 35 years can apply digitally for an ‘ICICI Bank Mine’ account from (November 6).

Ans-13 (A) 

ICICI Bank launches ‘Mine’ for millennials
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● The Reserve Bank  came out with a Co-Lending Model (CLM) scheme under which banks can provide loans
along with NBFCs to priority sector borrowers based on a prior agreement.
● The CLM, which is an improvement over the co-origination of loan scheme announced by the RBI in Sep-

tember 2018, seeks to provide greater flexibility to the lending institutions, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said
in a release.
● "However, NBFCs shall be required to retain a minimum of 20% share of the individual loans on their books."

All transactions (disbursements/ repayments) between the banks and NBFCs relating to CLM have to be
routed through an escrow account maintained with the banks, in order to avoid inter-mingling of funds.
● With regard to grievance redressal, RBI said suitable arrangement must be put in place by the co-lenders

to resolve any complaint registered by a borrower with the NBFC within 30 days.
● If the complaint is not resolved, the borrower would have the option to escalate the same with the con-

cerned Banking Ombudsman/Ombudsman for NBFCs or the Customer Education and Protection Cell
(CEPC) in RBI.

Ans-14 (A) 

RBI announces co-lending scheme for banks, NBFCs for priority sector

● The Securities and Exchange Board Of India (SEBI) has enhanced the foreign investment limit per fund
house from $300 million to $600 million.
● AMCs would have to report utilisation of the foreign limit to SEBI on a monthly basis, within 10 days from

the end of each month.
● Mutual Funds can make overseas investments subject to a maximum of $600 million per Mutual Fund,

within the overall industry limit of $7 billion.
● Mutual funds can even make investments in overseas Exchange Traded Fund (ETFs) subject to a maximum
of $200 million per MF, within the overall industry limit of $1 billion.

Ans-15 (D) 

SEBI Doubles Overseas Investment Limit Per Mutual Fund To $600 Million

● India's largest IT services provider Tata Consultancy Services is acquiring Postbank Systems AG from
Deutsche Bank AG. The deal value was not disclosed.
● Postbank Systems AG provides IT services to Deutsche Bank. TCS will acquire 100% of the shares of Post-

bank Systems and its 1,500 employees will become part of TCS. The technology is based in Germany and will
help TCS expand its presence in the region.
● Deutsche Bank is an existing customer of TCS and runs its Bancs software suite.

Ans-16 (D) 

TCS to acquire Deutsche's Postbank Systems AG

● Karnataka Bank has launched CASA campaign of FY 2020-21, a nationwide savings and current account
mobilization campaign starting from 17th November, 2020 to 04th March 2021.
● During this campaign Bank intends to mobilize more than 4,10,000 Current & Savings accounts with an

accretion of Rs 650 Crores of business by active involvement of its 8000 + work force in all the 859 branches
across India.
● Karnataka Bank is pioneering the new age of digital banking. With this campaign, the Bank aims to intro-
duce its attractive and superior line of digitally powered savings and current account products to its prospec-
tive customers.

Ans-17 (B) 

Karnataka Bank launches Current & Savings Account campaign of FY 2020-21

Ans-18 (B) 

Finance panel for public-private partnerships to ramp up health infrastructure
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● The Fifteenth Finance Commission has mooted a greater role for public-private partnerships to ramp up
the health infrastructure and scale up public spending on health from 0.95% of GDP to 2.5% by 2024, its chair-
person N.K. Singh said
● Mr. Singh recommended substantial improvements in the working conditions for doctors in government

hospitals, many of whom are hired on a contract basis by States, and the creation of an Indian Medical Service
cadre as envisaged in the Civil Services Act of 1951
● The total spending of around 0.95% of GDP is not adequate both in relation to our peer groups, and in

relation to the commitments under the National Healthy Policy of 2017.

● The Indian government imposed a one-month moratorium on Lakshmi Vilas Bank and capped the cash
withdrawal limit at Rs 25,000 for depositors.
● “The financial position of The Lakshmi Vilas Bank has undergone a steady decline with the bank incurring
continuous losses over the last three years, eroding its net-worth. In absence of any viable strategic plan,
declining advances and mounting non-performing assets (NPAs), the losses are expected to continue
● The bank was placed under the Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) framework in September 2019 considering
the breach of PCA thresholds as on March 31, 2019.

Ans-19 (D) 

Lakshmi Vilas Bank placed under moratorium; withdrawals capped at Rs 25,000

● India Post Payments Bank, IPPB have successfully launched the initiative of doorstep service for submis-
sion of Digital Life Certificate through Postman
● The facility to submit life certificates online through Jeevan Pramaan Portal was launched by Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi in November, 2014 with the objective to provide a convenient and transparent facility to
pensioners for submission of Life Certificate.
● In order to make this facility available across the country, the Department of Pension and Pensioners’ Wel-
fare roped in the India Post Payments Bank to utilise its huge network of Postmen and Gramin Dak Sevaks in
providing doorstep facility to pensioners for submission of life certificate digitally.

Ans-20 (B)  

India Post Payments Bank launches doorstep service to submit Digital Life Certificate

● Equitas Small Finance Bank onboards Smriti Mandhana brand ambassador
● Equitas Small Finance Bank has announced cricketer Smriti Mandhana as their new brand ambassador.
● With Mandhana as a brand ambassador, Equitas aims to bring women together through powerful conver-
sations around shared experiences of struggle and success resulting in growth and prosperity. She will be
appearing on behalf of Equitas Small Finance Bank across all media platforms.

Ans-21 (C)  

Equitas Small Finance Bank onboards Smriti Mandhana brand ambassador

● Private lender ICICI Bank launched a Cardless EMI facility for its customers to use at retail stores.
● The lender said the facility enabled pre-approved customers to buy gadgets or home appliances, by using
one’s mobile phone and PAN card, in the absence of cards.
● “They [customers] can convert the high-value transactions into easy, no-cost monthly instalments by

simply putting their registered mobile number, PAN and OTP (received on mobile number) on the PoS
machine at the retail outlets,” said the bank in a release.
● ICICI Bank said the facility, launched in a tie-up with Pine Labs, would be available across the pan-India

outlets of Croma, Reliance Digital, My Jio Stores and Sangeetha Mobiles. Through the Cardless EMI facility,
ICICI Bank’s pre-approved customers would be able to purchase electronics from brands such as Carrier,
Daikin, Dell, Godrej, Haier, HP, Lenovo, Microsoft, Motorola, Nokia, Oppo, Panasonic, Toshiba, Vivo, Whirlpool
and MI.

Ans-22 (C)  

ICICI Bank launches cardless EMI facility in collaboration with Pine Labs
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● The Government of India, the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, National Capital Region Transport
Corporation Limited and the New Development Bank(NDB)  signed a loan agreement for lending USD 500
million for the ‘Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut Regional Rapid Transit System Project’ to provide fast, reliable, safe
and comfortable public transport system in the National Capital Region (NCR).
● The NCR is among the world’s largest urban agglomerations and a major economic centre of India.
● Due to lack of efficient public transport options, the number of private vehicles in NCR has increased. The

daily passenger traffic along the Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut corridor in NCR is estimated at 0.69 million, of
which 63% utilize private vehicles for commuting. Due to traffic congestion, it can take about 3 to 4 hours to
travel between Delhi and Meerut in Uttar Pradesh by road during peak hours. Rapid growth in vehicular
traffic has made NCR one of the most polluted regions in the world.
● By 2030, NCR is projected to become the most populous urban agglomeration in the world, which will

increase pressure on basic infrastructure such as housing, water supply, electricity and transport.
● The total project cost is estimated at USD 3,749 million, which will be financed by the NDB (USD 500

million), Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank  (USD 500 million), Asian Development Bank  (USD 1,049
million), Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction (USD 3 million), and Government and Other sources (USD 1,707
million). The USD 500 million loan from the NDB has a tenor of 25 years withan8-year grace period.

Ans-23 (A) 

Government of India & NDB Sign Agreement for USD 500 Million to Provide Fast, Reliable, Safe 
and Comfortable Public Transport System in The National Capital Region

● Recently, the Prime Ministers of India and the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg have held the first-ever
India-Luxembourg Virtual Summit.
● The two Prime Ministers exchanged views on strengthening India-Luxembourg relationship in the

post-COVID world, especially in the areas of financial technology, green financing, space applications, digital 
innovations and start-ups.
● They welcomed the conclusion of various agreements between the two countries, including those between
their financial market regulators, stock exchanges and innovation agencies.
● The two Prime Ministers agreed to strengthen cooperation on realizing effective multilateralism and com-

bating global challenges like the Covid-19 pandemic, terrorism and climate change.
● Prime Minister welcomed Luxembourg’s announcement to join the International Solar Alliance (ISA), and

invited it to join the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).

Ans-24 (D) 

India-Luxembourg Virtual Summit

● IFFCO Bazar, the e-commerce arm of IFFCO has announced its integration with the SBI YONO Krishi, which
is the dedicated portal catering to the farmer’s needs. This will ensure that a wide variety of agricultural prod-
ucts are made accessible to lakhs of Indian farmers.
● The hassle-free payment portal of SBI YONO and quality products of IFFCO is a combination that aims to

drive digital sales in this segment
● IFFCO Bazar is one of the fast-growing agriculture-based e-commerce portals in India, promoted by IFFCO,
the biggest fertilizer manufacturer in the country.
● The portal is available in 12 Indian languages and promises free home delivery pan India. It also operates

more than 1,200 stores in 26 states across India. A wide variety of products which include, speciality fertilizers,
organic agri-inputs, seeds, agrochemicals, agri-machinery amongst others are made available on the portal.

Ans-25 (B) 

IFFCO Bazar partners with SBI YONO Krishi App

Ans-26 (B) 

HDFC Bank Launches SmartHub Merchant Solutions 3.0

nov 2020bankiq.in
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● HDFC Bank announced the launch of India's first comprehensive banking and payment solution for mer-
chants - SmartHub Merchant Solutions 3.0.
● This first-of-its-kind solution allows merchants and self-employed professionals to instantly open a current
account and start accepting payments in-store, online, and on-the-go.
● The comprehensive merchant solution will enable the Bank to reach out to more than 20 million small and
medium merchants and also professional services like doctors, pharmacies, salons and laundry services
across metro, semi urban and rural India in the next 3 years.
● For the merchants, SmartHub 3.0 will be available in multiple forms - app based, web based and also a

range of PoS devices. The comprehensive solution will enable efficiencies in the business for them.
● For example, features like digitizing Khata, enabling collection reminders, inventory management, billing

software and lending to merchants' basis their banking history.

● MobiKwik has partnered with card network American Express (Amex) to launch its first prepaid payments
card with flexible credit limit.
● The homegrown fintech company becomes the first non-bank to issue cards in India, MobiKwik said in a

statement. The move aims to expand MobiKwik’s universe from a wallet operator to financial services-led
fintech player.
● The MobiKwik Blue American Express Card will be linked with users' wallet. The customer will get up to ₹1

lakh instant credit on their prepaid card, which will be underwritten by MobiKwik

Ans-27 (A) 

MobiKwik joins Amex to launch virtual prepaid card with up to 1 lakh credit limit. How to apply

●HDFC Bank Ltd., announced the launch of “Mooh Band Rakho,” a campaign to increase awareness on cyber
frauds and preventing them.
● The Bank will be conducting 1,000 workshops in the next 4 months across the country.
● Following simple steps such as not sharing card details, CVV, Expiry Date, OTP NetBanking/ MobileBanking
Login ID & Password over Phone, SMS, email and social media can help general public keep their money safe.
This campaign will talk about this and more.
● It supports the International Fraud Awareness Week 2020, the global movement to minimise the impact of
fraud which is being held from November 15 – 21. This is the 2nd year HDFC Bank is participating in this. The
“Mooh Band Rakho” campaign was initially launched by the Bank to fight COVID 19 and it has now been
extended to fighting cyber fraud.

Ans-28 (C) 

HDFC Bank Launches "Mooh Band Rakho" Campaign to Create Awareness on Cyber Frauds

● The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cancelled the Certificate of Authorisation (CoA) of five Payment System
Operators (PSOs), including Aircel Smart Money Ltd and Delhi Integrated Multi-Modal Transit System Ltd.
● The five PSOs, which also includes Pyro Networks Pvt Ltd, Card Pro Solutions Pvt Ltd, and InCashMe Mobile
Wallet Services Pvt Ltd, were issued COA for issuance and operation of prepaid payment instruments.
● RBI said following the cancellation of the CoA, the entities cannot transact the business of issuance and

operation of PPIs.
However, customers or merchants having a valid claim, if any, on these companies as PSOs, can approach
them for settlement of their claims within three years from the date of cancellation, it added.
● The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) cancelled the certificates in exercise of the powers conferred on it under

the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007.

Ans-29 (A) 

RBI cancels Certificate of Authorisation of five PSOs
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● Moldova has elected the country's first-ever woman President, with former Prime Minister Maia Sandu
overwhelmingly claiming 57.7% of the popular vote
● "By becoming the first Moldovan female President, Maia Sandu breaks the rigid glass ceilings that only few
women could achieve in the post-soviet space so far,
● Sandu, who is 48, won after a run-off with the pro-Russia incumbent Igor Dodon, who got 42.2% of the vote.
● Moldova has the 23rd highest global gender gap in the world, placing it between Colombia and Trinidad

and Tobago in the world's gender equality list.

Ans-1 (D) 

Maia Sandu Becomes Moldova’s First-Ever Woman President

● HDFC Mutual Fund said its board of directors had approved the appointment of Navneet Munot as its next
managing director and chief executive officer.
● Munot, who was the chief investment officer of SBI Funds Management, will succeed the present manag-

ing director Milind Barve,HDFC Mutual Fund said in a filing to the stock exchanges.
● In a separate statement,SBI Funds Management said Munot has decided to leave the organization to

pursue other opportunities.

Ans-2 (A) 

Navneet Munot quits SBI MF, set to become MD & CEO of HDFC Mutual Fund

●Additional Chief Secretary of Home Department Sangeeta Singh has been appointed as Vigilance Commis-
sioner following her retirement, a government notification said Singh was already in-charge vigilance com-
missioner.
● She retired from the IAS on attaining the age of superannuation, said the notification issued by Deputy

Secretary to the Home Department, Samir Joshi.

Ans-3 (A) 

Sangeeta Singh Appointed New Vigilance Commissioner of Gujarat

● Priyanca Radhakrishnan became New Zealand’s first-ever Indian-origin minister after Prime Minister Jacin-
da Ardern inducted five new ministers into her executive.
● Born in India, Radhakrishnan, 41, went to school in Singapore before moving to New Zealand to further her
education.
● She has spent her work life advocating on behalf of people whose voices are often unheard “women survi-

vors of domestic violence, and migrant workers who have been exploited.

Ans-4 (B) 

Priyanca Radhakrishnan becomes New Zealand’s first-ever Indian-origin minister

● The government has appointed Harpreet A De Singh as the chief executive officer (CEO) of Alliance Air, Air
India's regional subsidiary, making her the first female head of an Indian carrier.
● Air India Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) Rajiv Bansal issued an order on October 30, saying Singh
"will hold the charge of Alliance Air CEO post till further orders," The Times of India reported.
● According to the report, Singh is currently Air India's executive director (flight safety) and will be replaced

by Captain Nivedita Bhasin.

Ans-5 (C) 

Harpreet A De Singh becomes first woman to head an Indian airline

Ans-6 (A) 

West Indies Great Michael Holding Appointed MCC Foundation Patron

Appointments and Resignations
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● West Indies pace legend Michael Holding has been appointed patron of the MCC Foundation.
● The MCC Foundation is the charitable arm of the Marylebone Cricket Club, custodians of the game's laws,

and was created with the aim of enhancing lives through cricket.
● The 66-year-old Holding is a passionate advocate for equality in cricket and the wider community.

● Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi's ruling party said it would seek to form a government of national unity
after official election results showed it had comfortably won enough parliamentary seats to form the next
administration
● The latest batch of resultss vote confirmed Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy (NLD) had secured the
322 seats in the bicameral legislature needed to form a government.
● The NLD has taken 368 seats of the 434 seats that have been declared, with results from 42 more yet to be
announced.
● NLD spokesman Monywa Aung Shin said the "landslide" win showed that the people still had faith in Suu

Kyi's leadership.

Ans-7 (D) 

Aung San Suu Kyi's party pledges unity government after election "landslide"

●Bahrain's crown prince, Sheikh Salman bin Hamad al-Khalifa, was appointed prime minister after the death
of his great uncle, who had held the post since independence in 1971.
● Prince Khalifa bin Salman al-Khalifa, the world's longest-serving prime minister, died at the age of 84 while
undergoing medical treatment in the United States, state media announced.
● Prince Khalifa was a controversial figure during his five decades in office, accused of opposing reforms and
cracking down on activists. He was also deeply unpopular with the Sunni-ruled kingdom's Shiite population.

Ans-8 (C) 

Bahrain's Crown Prince Appointed New Prime Minister

�����
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● Spaniard Rafael Nadal joined another elite list of players, by becoming only the fourth player to earn 1,000
Open Era singles victories.
● He achieved this feat by beating Feliciano Lopez 4-6, 7-6(5), 6-4 in the first round of the Rolex Paris Mas-

ters.
● Nadal joins Jimmy Connors (1,274), Roger Federer (1,242) and Ivan Lendl (1,068) in the elusive 1,000 wins

club.
● Interestingly, Nadal’s first win was a maiden tour-level victory at home against Ramon Delgado in Mallor-

ca in 2002

Ans-3 (C) 

Rafael Nadal becomes 4th player to win 1,000 matches

● In order to highlight and promote Adventure Tourism potential of the state, Uttarakhand Tourism will host
a four-day Nayar Valley Adventure Sports Festival in Bilkhet in Pauri district between November 19 and 22.
● The department has scheduled various adventure shows, competitions, as part of the festival.
● Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat announced that a training centre for paragliding will soon be opened
in Nayar Valley. He also directed the officials to scout for suitable land for the paragliding training center.

Ans-4 (C) 

Uttarakhand Tourism to host Nayar Valley Adventure Sports festival in Pauri

● India’s only individual Olympic gold-medallist shooter Abhinav Bindra was named event ambassador of the
16th Airtel Delhi Half Marathon scheduled to be held on November 29.
● Bindra had won the gold medal in the 10m air rifle event at the Beijing Olympics in 2008.

● Sudeep Tyagi, who played for the Indian national cricket team in four ODIs and a lone T20I as a fast bowler,
announced his retirement from all forms of the game
● The Uttar Pradesh pacer, who was also a part of Chennai Super Kings in the Indian Premier League,

thanked his skipper, MS Dhoni.

Ans-5 (D) 

Abhinav Bindra roped in as event ambassador of Airtel Delhi Half Marathon

Ans-6 (D) 

Sudeep Tyagi announces retirement from all forms of cricket

● The Women’s U-17 World Cup in India, which was postponed to 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, was
cancelled by FIFA.
● The country was, however, handed the hosting rights of the 2022 edition.

Costa Rica will host the FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup 2022.
● The decisions were taken by the Bureau of the FIFA Council which took stock of the current global pandem-
ic situation and its continuing impact on football.

Ans-1 (A) 

Women’s Under-17 World Cup cancelled

● West Indian batsman Marlon Samuels, who top-scored in both of the team's T20 World Cup final wins
during a career that also had its share of controversies including a two-year ban for corruption, has retired
from all forms of cricket.
● 'ESPNcricinfo' reported that Cricket West Indies chief executive Johnny Grave confirmed to it that Samuels
had told CWI of his retirement in June, having last played in December 2018

Ans-2 (C) 

West Indies batsman Marlon Samuels retires from all forms of cricket

Sports
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● ICC announced that the next Women’s T20 World Cup will now be held in February 2023 in South Africa,
instead of November 2022 as it was earlier scheduled.
● The decision has been taken to avoid a cluster of big-ticket events in 2022 and manage players’ workload,

International Cricket Council (ICC) announced.
● In August this year, the ICC had postponed the 50 over Women’s World Cup slated in New Zealand from

2021 to 2022 due to the COVID-19 pandemic and women’s T20 cricket is also set to make its debut in the 2022
Birmingham Commonwealth Games.

Ans-7 (B) 

ICC postpones women’s T20 World Cup from 2022 to 2023, confirms it will be held in South Africa

● In order to highlight and promote Adventure Tourism potential of the state, Uttarakhand Tourism will host
a four-day Nayar Valley Adventure Sports Festival in Bilkhet in Pauri district between November 19 and 22.
● The department has scheduled various adventure shows, competitions, as part of the festival.
● Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat announced that a training centre for paragliding will soon be opened
in Nayar Valley. He also directed the officials to scout for suitable land for the paragliding training center.

Ans-8 (C) 

Uttarakhand Tourism to host Nayar Valley Adventure Sports festival in Pauri

Smriti Mandhana starred with the bat while Salma Khatun picked three wickets as Trailblazers beat Superno-
vas by 16 runs to clinch the Jio Women’s T20 Challenge title at the Sharjah Cricket Stadium Needing 119 runs 
to win, Supernovas lost Chamari Athapaththu early as Sophie Ecclestone trapped her before the wickets to 
give Trailblazers their first breakthrough.

Ans-9 (D) 

Trailblazers beat Supernovas by 16 runs to win Women’s T20 Challenge title

● Lewis Hamilton has been crowned champion of the world for a record-equalling seventh time after he won
a dramatic Turkish Grand Prix
● While those around him lost their cool, Hamilton delivered his best display of the season to claim his 10th

win from 14 rounds and emulate Michael Schumacher's all-time title haul with three rounds to spare.
● Hamilton was running in fifth for much of an eventful race but used all of his experience to make his inter-
mediate tyres last for 50 of the 58 laps to take the chequered flag a staggering 31.6 seconds clear of Sergio
Perez, with Sebastian Vettel third and Ferrari team-mate Charles Leclerc fourth.
● Valtteri Bottas, the only man who could have prevented Hamilton from wrapping up the title here, endured
a miserable afternoon, spinning twice and finishing 14th. Indeed, Hamilton put a lap on his crestfallen
team-mate with a dozen laps to go.

Ans-10 (B) 

Lewis Hamilton wins Turkish GP to clinch record-equalling seventh F1 title

The 2020 season was the thirteenth season of the IPL since the professional Twenty20 cricket league was 
established by the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) in 2007.
Before IPL 2020, Mumbai Indians had won IPL 2013, 2015, 2017 and 2019. 
      Orange Cap winner (most runs) – KL Rahul (KXIP) – Rs 10 lakh
      Purple Cap winner (most wickets) – Kagiso Rabada (DC) – Rs 10 lakh
      Emerging player of the tournament – Devdutt Padikkal (RCB) – Rs 10 lakh
      Most valuable player of the season – Jofra Archer (RR) – Rs 10 lakh

Ans-11 (A) 

Mumbai Indians beats Delhi Capitals to win fifth title
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● The latest Nation Brand Index (NBI) revealed that India retained its 34th position among 50 nations, con-
ducted by market research firm Ipsos in collaboration with Simon Anholt.
● The US which held NBI’s top spot on seven occasions, dropped four positions from the sixth place in 2019 to
the 10th this year and China, which had remained stable at 23rd over the past four years, fell 12 spots to the
35th this year, below India.
● The study analyses nations based on aspects such as exports, governance, culture, people, tourism, immi-

gration and investment. Additionally, race or ethnicity was used for sample balancing in the US, UK, South
Africa, India, and Brazil.

 Ans-1 (B) 

India Retains 34th Position on Brand Index, China and US Register Significant Fall

● India is at 77th position with a score of 45 in a global list that measures business bribery risks of 2020.
● The list by TRACE, an anti-bribery standard setting organisation, measures business bribery risk in 194 coun-
tries, territories, and autonomous and semi-autonomous regions.
● According to this year’s data, North Korea, Turkmenistan, South Sudan, Venezuela and Eritrea present the

highest commercial bribery risk, while Denmark, Norway, Finland, Sweden and New Zealand present the
lowest.
● In 2019, India’s rank stood 78 position with a score of 48 while in 2020 the country was ranked 77 with a score
of 45, the data showed

 Ans-2 (A) 

India Ranks 77 in Global Bribery Risk Matrix; Fares Better than Pak, China, Nepal

● While authorities claim Indian children are not as malnourished or stunted as they used to be until a
decade ago, a global analysis of data spanning 34 years from 200 countries ranked
● India at the 196th place with respect to BMI (body mass index). The normal BMI ranges between 20 and 25.
● The country’s 19-year-old boys and girls have a BMI of 20.1
● compared with, say, China that ranks 88th with its boys having a BMI of 23 and 119th for its girls at 22.2.
● As BMI is a function of height, the corollary is that Indian teens are also among the shortest in the world.
● The review, published in the international medical journal ‘The Lancet’ said India’s boys ranked 180th with

an average height of 5.46 feet while girls ranked 182th with an average height of 5.06 feet.
● China performed better with regards to height as well. Its 19-year-old boys were 8cm taller than they were

in 1985, with their global rank changing from 150th tallest in 1985 to 65th in 2019. China’s 19-year-olds, on an
average, are 5.76-foot tall; Chinese girls were 54th on the global chart, with an average height of 5.35 feet

 Ans-3 (B) 

Indian teens rank low on BMI, among shortest

Rank & Reports
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● The Booker Prize of the 2020 has been announced and the coveted honour has been bestowed on Douglas
Stuart’s Shuggie Bain.
● In his debut work, Stuart presents a tightly-cut portrait of the working class during the 1980s in Glasgow.

But at its heart, it is about a family struggling to survive and children loving damaged parents amidst all the
struggle.

 Ans-1 (D) 

Booker Prize 2020: Douglas Stuart wins for debut novel Shuggie Bain

● Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ will be conferred with the Vatayan Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award at a virtual ceremony on November 21, 2020. This award will be conferred to the Minister for writ-
ing, poetry and other literary works.
● The German version ‘nureinWunsch” of Mr Pokhriyal’s story collection ‘Just a Desire’, is published in Afro

Asian Institute, Hamburg. His 'Sparsh Ganga' initiative was included in Mauritius school curriculum.
● Vatayan International Awards given by the Vatayan-UK organization in London honours poets, writers and

artists for their exemplary work in their respective fields.
● Vatayan-UK Samman will be held virtually on November 21 at 8.30 pm. Amish Tripathi, writer and director

of the Nehru Center, London will be the special guest on the occasion

 Ans-2 (A) 

Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ To Be Conferred With Vatayan Lifetime Achievement Award

● Richa Chadha has been bestowed with the Bharat Ratna Dr Ambedkar award by Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari.
● The actress has been conferred with the award for her contribution to Indian cinema. Richa Chadha was

honoured at Raj Bhawan.
● She recently returned from the El Gouna Film Festival where she was a part of a panel discussion on

women empowerment.

 Ans-3 (D) 

Richa Chadha honoured with Bharat Ratna Dr Ambedkar Award

● Top seed Aryna Sabalenka (Belarus) claimed her third WTA title of the year after beating her good friend
and long-time doubles partner Elise Mertens of Belgium 7-5 6-2 in the final of the season-ending Linz Open
in Austria
● The hard-hitting Belarusian baseliner, who has also won titles in Ostrava and Qatar this year, broke Mertens
early in the first set before the Belgian fought back to level terms.
● The Linz Open, currently sponsored by Generali Gruppe, is a tennis tournament held in Linz, Austria. It is

played on indoor hardcourt

 Ans-4 (B) 

Sabalenka Downs Mertens In Austria To Win Linz Open

● Indian Olympic Association (IOA) president Narinder Batra was conferred with the Capital Foundation
National Award for his contribution to sports.
● He was honoured with the award at the Capital Foundation Annual Lecture and Awards 2020 which was

held online to commemorate the 106th birth anniversary of renowned jurist, Justice Krishna Iyer.
● Batra is also the president of International Hockey Federation (FIH) and a member of the International

Olympic Committee (IOC).
● A former hockey player, Batra had started his administrative journey by becoming the president of the

Jammu & Kashmir Hockey Association in 1997, a position he held till 2011.

 Ans-5 (D) 

IOA chief Narinder Batra bags Capital Foundation National Award

Honours and Awards
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● A Bangladeshi teen Sadat Rahman has been awarded the International Children’s Peace Prize for his work
to stop cyber bullying of teens.
● The award was given away by the Nobel Peace Prize laureate Malala Yousafzai during a ceremony in the

Netherlands.
● The prize is given away by the international children’s rights organization KidsRights to a child who fights
courageously for children’s rights.
● Sadat Rahman was selected out of 142 applicants from 42 countries. He has created the anti-cyber bullying
app ‘Cyber Teens’ to help teenagers who are sufferers of cyber bullying.  The app provides information to the
young people about  internet safety. It also provides them a channel to safely report the cyberbullying confi-
dentially.
● the app has supported over 300 victims of cyberbullying. It has also provided support for mental health

problems. He has also created cyber clubs in the schools in his area where young people are educated of digi-
tal literacy.
● The prize was launched by KidsRights during the 2005 World Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates in Rome,

chaired by Mikhail Gorbachev. Since then, the prize has been presented every year by a Nobel Peace Laureate.

Ans-6 (A)  

Bangladeshi teen wins International Children’s Peace Prize

● A unique building that twists almost 90 full degrees has been named skyscraper of the year.
● Towering more than 1,500 feet above St. Petersburg, Russia, Lakhta Center has received Emporis' 2020

Skyscraper Award, beating out more than 700 buildings under consideration.
● The real-estate data company named Zaha Hadid's Leeza Soho in Beijing and 35 Hudson Yards in New York
City second and third place winners, respectively.
● Designed by Gorproject and RMJM, the Lakhta Center is the tallest building in Russia and in Europe, and

the 14th-tallest building worldwide.
● When it opens in 2021, it will be the headquarters for Gazprom, a Russian natural gas company.

Ans-7 (B)  

Russia's 1,516 ft tall Lakhta Center - the tallest building in Europe 
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● National Cadet Corps (NCC), the largest uniformed youth organisation in the world, will celebrate its 72nd
Raising Day (22 November)
● The raising day function was marked by paying homage at the National War Memorial to the fallen heroes
who made the supreme sacrifice of their lives
● The cadets and Associate NCC Officers led by example in activities such as ‘Ek Bharat Shresht Bharat’,

‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ and ‘Fit India’.
● The cadets participated wholeheartedly in ‘Swachhta Abhiyan’, ‘Mega Pollution Pakhwada’ and played a

pivotal role in spreading awareness about various government initiatives like ‘Digital Literacy’, ‘International
Day of Yoga’, ‘Tree Plantation’ and immunisation programs.

 Ans-1 (C) 

National Cadet Corps to celebrate its 72nd Raising Day

● Indian sub-continent is endowed with numerous rivers and each of them has its own significance. One
such river of prominence is the Tungabhadra which starts from the state of Karnataka and continues its
course through two neighbouring states of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.
● Pushkaralu or Pushkaram is a religious festival dedicated to the worship of 12 major rivers that flow across

the country. The festival is known as Pushkar in the North and in the Telugu dialect is known as Pushkaram
or Pushkaralu.
● The Tungabhadra Pushkaralu is a 12-day festival held in honour of the Tungabhadra river. It is celebrated

when Jupiter enters Capricorn (Makar rashi). Makara is the zodiac sign associated with the river. Its signifi-
cance is very high as the once in 12-year event is considered auspicious and a dip in the holy river is believed
to get rid of one’s sins.

 Ans-2 (D) 

Tungabhadra Pushkaralu: Everything You Need to Know About the Holy Event

● Scotland’s Aberdeen has launched the world’s first hydrogen powered double-decker buses.
It is an attempt to reduce air pollution and transform the city into a green economy.
● A fleet of 15 such buses have been launched as part of the trial. These buses emit water vapour instead of

carbon monoxide.

● A stone statue of goddess Annapurna, which may have been stolen and transported to Canada over a
century back, will be returned to India.
● The statue, dating back to the 18th century, was handed over by interim president and vice-chancellor of

the University of Regina, Thomas Chase, to India’s high commissioner to Ottawa, Ajay Bisaria, in a virtual event
that was also attended by officials from Global Affairs Canada and Canada Border Service Agency.
● The statue is believed to be originally from Varanasi and was part of the university’s collection in its MacKen-
zie Art Gallery.
● The statue was added to the gallery’s collection as part of a 1936 bequest by Norman Mackenzie, after

whom it is named.

 Ans-3 (C) 

World's first hydrogen powered double-decker buses

 Ans-4 (B) 

Canada to return 18th century Annapurna statue to India

 Ans-5 (B) 

Mastercard and USAID partner to launch ‘Project Kirana’ for women entrepreneurs

Miscellaneous
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● To enable women entrepreneurs to launch, grow and thrive, Mastercard and the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) announced their partnership to launch Project Kirana.
● A two year programme, the project will first be rolled out in select cities of Uttar Pradesh - Lucknow, Kanpur
and Varanasi.
● The programme will be implemented by DAI Digital Frontiers and ACCESS Development Services. It will

also include outreach to men and families in order to derive meaningful impact and reach
● The programme aims to build financial and digital literacy skills; improve basic business management skills
including inventory management, accounting, budget management and customer loyalty; addressing
cultural and other barriers to women becoming successful kirana entrepreneurs; including outreach to men,
family members, and the community.

● Arunachal Pradesh recorded the best sex ratio in the country while Manipur recorded the worst sex ratio,
according to the 2018 report on “vital statistics of India based on the Civil Registration System”.
Sex ratio at birth is number of females born per thousand males.
● Arunachal Pradesh recorded 1,084 females born per thousand males, followed by Nagaland (965) Mizoram

(964), Kerala (963) and Karnataka (957).
● The worst was reported in Manipur (757), Lakshadweep (839) and Daman & Diu (877), Punjab (896) and

Gujarat (896).
● Delhi recorded a sex ratio of 929, Haryana 914 and Jammu and Kashmir 952.
● The ratio was determined on the basis of data provided by 30 States and Union Territories as the “requisite

information from six States namely Bihar, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Sikkim, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal is
not available,” said the report published by the Registrar General of India.
● The number of registered births increased to 2.33 crore in 2018 from 2.21 crore registered births the previous
year. “The level of registration of births has increased to 89.3% in 2018 from 81.3% in 2009
● he birth or death certificate is issued free of charge by the Registrar concerned if reported within 21 days. If
reported within 21-30 days, it can be registered on payment of the prescribed fee. If the duration is more than
30 days but within a year, it can be registered with the written permission of the prescribed authority and on
production of an affidavit made before a notary public or any other officer authorised by the State govern-
ment and on payment of a fee.

Ans-6 (D) 

Arunachal records best sex ratio, Manipur the worst

● Willow warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus), one of longest migrating small bird which breeds throughout
northern and temperate Europe and the Palearctic, sighted for the first time in the country at Punchakkari in
the outskirts of Thiruvananthapuram
● The bird was spotted by Nirmal George, Associate Professor in Pharmacology, and Programme officer of

the National Service Scheme of Sree Gokulam Medical College and Research Foundation, Venjaramoodu, in
the capital district on November 14 around 9.30 a.m.
● Weighing around 10gm, the long wing feathers used to migrate a long distance makes it peculiar. It is

usually seen in European and Palearctic regions and they migrate to sub Saharan Africa during early winter.
Warblers are generally difficult to identify due to the small size and change in plumage twice a year.
Conservation status: Least Concern

Ans-7 (B) 

Willow Warbler sighted for the first time in country

● The 23rd edition of the Bengaluru Tech Summit (BTS) will be inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on November 19.
● The PM will be the second Prime minister to inaugurate the summit after his predecessor Atal Bihari

Vajpayee, who had declared the summit open 22 years ago.  Prime Minister of Australia, Scott Morrison and
Vice President of the Swiss Federation Guy Parmelin will also attend the inaugural event.

Ans-8 (B) 

PM Modi to inaugurate the 23rd edition of Bengaluru Tech Summit
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● The BTS 2020 will be centered around the theme “Next is Now”, focussed on the key challenges emerging
in the post-pandemic world .
● The three-day long event (November 19-21) will showcase the digital prowess of Bengaluru, currently the

world’s fourth largest technology cluster. BTS, 2020 will be held virtually, for the first time ever, however the
event is expected to be record-breaking in terms of speakers, delegates, and countries participation.
● A total of 20,000 business visitors are expected to attend the summit with more than 270 speakers across

70 sessions, 4000 delegates, more than 100 startups, and participation from 25 countries

● At least 42 people have died and 20 others are missing after Typhoon Vamco made landfall in the Philip-
pines, police say.
● Flooding on the largest island, Luzon, caused landslides, cut off roads and forced many to flee their homes.

Tens of thousands of people have sought shelter in evacuation centres, including in the capital Manila.
The typhoon, known locally as Ulysses, is the 21st storm to hit the country this year.
● It comes just one week after the Philippines was hit by Goni, the most powerful typhoon seen in the country
in seven years.

 Ans-9 (D) 

Typhoon Vamco: Dozens dead as Philippines hit by powerful storm

● In Maharashtra, the first solar power-enabled Textile Mill in Asia is coming up in Parbhani district. The
project, once functional, will provide jobs to many women in the district.
● The Jai Bhawani women's cooperative textile mill will be the first in Asia that will operate on solar power.

Spread across thirty acres of land the mill will process cotton to cloth.
●Chairman of the textile mill Dr. Sampriya Rahul Patil said that the finest quality cotton will be procured from
Parbhani itself. Parbhani is the leading cotton producing district in Maharashtra. Also, producing cotton is
seen as a profitable investment because of which majority farmers grow the crop.
● Ginning, pressing, weaving and spinning of cotton will be done in the mill. Dr. Patil said, the cost of the

project is 100 crore rupees and with the operationalization of the mill it will certainly give momentum to the
industrial sector in the district.

 Ans-10 (D) 

Maharashtra: First solar power-enabled Textile Mill in Asia to come up in Parbhani district

● The National Rail and Transportation Institute (NRTI) in Vadodara has launched seven new programmes at
the undergraduate (UG) and postgraduate (PG) level.
● The programmes consist of two at the undergraduate level (BTech) and five at the postgraduate level (2

MBA and 3 MSc)
● The National Rail and Transportation Institute (NRTI) was established as deemed to be a university in

Vadodara in 2018.
● The National Rail and Transportation Institute is India's first and only transportation university located in

Vadodara, Gujarat,

 Ans-11 (C) 

Indian Railways’ institute launches 7 new UG, PG programmes

● Moody’s raised its forecast for India’s growth to -8.9% for the calendar year 2020 from -9.6% and for the
coming year as well to 8.6% from 8.1% earlier, in its Global Macro Outlook 2021-22 report
● The decline in new infections along with high recovery rates are bending the pandemic curve and allowing
for further easing of restrictions on mobility

 Ans-12 (A) 

Moody's revises India's 2020 GDP forecast to -8.9% from -9.6%

 Ans-13 (B) 

Equitas Small Finance Bank launches women savings account offering 7% interest
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● Equitas Small Finance Bank (ESFB) announced launch of ''Eva'' savings account for women offering 7 per
cent interest.
● Eva, a unique savings account, tries to address the well-being of Indian women in every aspect such as

health, wealth and prosperity, ESFB said in a release.
● "Along with 7 per cent interest in savings account, it also offers free health check-up and unlimited

tele-consultation with women doctors, gynaecologists and mental health experts," the bank said.
● It offers PF waiver and discounted gold loan rates for women customers, along-with 25-50 per cent

discounts on lockers.

● UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere (MAB) programme  included Panna in India and Fuvahmulah and Addu
Atoll in the Maldives, to UNESCO’s World Network of Biosphere Reserves.
● For India it is the twelfth entry, whereas for Maldives second and third after Baa Atoll.
● In total 25 new sites were added, one of them transboundary, in 18 countries to the World Network of

Biosphere Reserves, which now numbers 714 biosphere reserves in 129 countries around the globe.  The Inter-
national Co-ordinating Council of UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB-ICC) meeting online
from 27 to 28 October approved these additions along with the extension or re-zoning of five existing
biosphere reserves, which in most cases also led to a change in their official names.

 Ans-14 (A) 

Fuvahmulah and Addu Atoll in the Maldives, to UNESCO's World Network of Biosphere Reserves.

● The United Nations General Assembly has designated the 31st of October as World Cities Day, by its resolu-
tion 68/239.
● The Day is expected to greatly promote the international community’s interest in global urbanization, push
forward cooperation among countries in meeting opportunities and addressing challenges of urbanization,
and contributing to sustainable urban development around the world.
● 2020 Theme: Valuing Our Communities and Cities
● The impact of COVID-19 has re-shaped urban life around the world. Local communities have played a key

role in contributing to keeping people safe and maintaining some economic activities.

 Ans-15 (A) 

World Cities Day 2020 : 31 October 

● In the Philippines, about a million people were evacuated before super typhoon Goni hit the land Philip-
pines’ disaster risk-monitoring agency said 8 lakh people fled their homes in Albay province in the main
Luzon island and 2 lakh more were evacuated in nearby provinces.
● Manila’s international airport has been shut for 24 hours from 10 am local time The Philippines weather

bureau said that Super Typhoon Goni is expected to make landfall over Catanduanes this morning.
● Super Typhoon Goni first hit land before dawn over Catanduanes province and then pummeled Albay,

according to the weather bureau. The storm moving west at 25 kilometers (15.5 miles) an hour and is expected
to cross southern Luzon and Metro Manila from the afternoon before exiting land tonight
● Goni - known as Rolly in the Philippines - is the most powerful storm to hit the country since Typhoon

Haiyan killed more than 6,000 people in 2013.

 Ans-16 (B) 

Philippines evacuates a million people ahead of super typhoon

● Keeping in view the Diwali festival, Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has launched a Limited
Edition of two-layered "Happy Diwali" printed face masks made of pure Muslin fabric.
● It is  a high quality and ultra-fine cotton fabric handmade by traditional Khadi artisans of West Bengal.
● The Diwali Muslin face masks are priced nominally at 75 rupees  a piece and are available for sale through

the Khadi outlets in Delhi and online through KVIC’s e-portal www.khadiindia.gov.in.

 Ans-17 (B) 

KVIC launches 'Happy Diwali' printed face masks
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● India’s border areas with Pakistan in Rajasthan would soon be illuminated with renewable energy as the
state government will soon ink an MoU with National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) and Solar Energy
Corporation of India (SECI) to establish Ultra Mega Renewal Energy Power Park, government officials said.
● The park to be set up near borders areas will be of 8,000 megawatts (MW) capacity, which will comprise

4,310 MW of wind energy; 3,760 MW of solar energy and 120 MW of power from biomass. Currently, Rajast-
han’s solar generation capacity is 4,883 MW.
● The Rajasthan Renewable Energy Corporation Limited (RRECL) would be singing a separate MoU with the

NTPC and the SECI to materialise the GoI Mega Power Park project.

Ans-18 (C) 

8000MW renewable park to light up India-Pak border areas in Rajasthan

● ICICI Lombard in partnership with Freepaycard, an online pre-paid card trading platform, has launched
Group Safeguard Insurance.
● The plan will be offered to the members of Freepaycard, allowing them to receive an assured amount in

case of any injury or hospitalization for treatment
● The insurance offering is a customized hospitalization product that comes in three variants – Hospital Daily
Cash Benefit, Death Benefit, and Special Vector-borne Disease-related Hospitalization Benefit.

Ans-19 (B) 

ICICI Lombard, FreePaycard offer bite-sized, convenient health insurance solutions

● In a move to increase tourism, Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of Development of North Eastern Region,
inaugurated the Mansar Lake Development Plan in Jammu and Kashmir.
● The project is eyed to attract almost 20 lakh tourists every year and create employment for 1.15 crore

man-days with an income generation of ₹800 crore per year, he added.
● Mansar is of immense importance from pilgrimage as well heritage point of view beyond being the most

scenic attraction due to vast Mansar Lake and its flora and fauna," said Manoj Sinha, Lieutenant Governor of
UT of Jammu and Kashmir at the e-inauguration event.

Ans-20 (C) 

Mansar Lake project will attract 20 lakh tourists every year: Jitender Singh

● Nearly a third of the 100 cities in the world susceptible to ‘water risk’ — defined as losses from battling
droughts to flooding — are in India, according to the WWF Water Risk Filter.
● This is an online tool, co-developed by the WorldWide Fund for Nature that helps evaluate the severity of

risk places faced by graphically illustrating various factors that can contribute to water risk.
● Jaipur topped the list of Indian cities, followed by Indore and Thane. Mumbai, Kolkata and Delhi also

featured on the list.
● The global list includes cities such as Beijing, Jakarta, Johannesburg, Istanbul, Hong Kong, Mecca and Rio

de Janeiro. China accounts for almost half the cities.
● According to the scenarios in the WWF Water Risk Filter, the 100 cities that are expected to suffer the great-
est rise in water risk by 2050 are home to at least 350 million people as well as nationally and globally impor-
tant economies. Globally, populations in areas of high-water risk could rise from 17% in 2020 to 51% by 2050.

Ans-21 (30) 

30 Indian cities will face ‘water risk’ by 2050: report

● The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) is a statutory body formed in April 1957 (as per an RTI)
by the Government of India, under the Act of Parliament, 'Khadi and Village Industries Commission Act of
1956'. It is an apex organisation under the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, with regard to
khadi and village industries within India, which seeks to - "plan, promote, facilitate, organise and assist in the
establishment and development of khadi and village industries in the rural areas in coordination with other
agencies engaged in rural development wherever necessary
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Ans-22 (C) 

India's unemployment rate rises to 6.98%: CMIE

● Prime Minister Narendra Modi will flag off a Ro-Pax ferry service between Hazira (Surat) and Ghogha
(Bhavnagar) in Gujarat and inaugurate a terminal for it, giving a boost to efforts to harness waterways and
integrate them with the economic development of the country.
● He will inaugurate the Ro-Pax terminal at Hazira and flag off the service between Hazira and Ghogha on

November 8 at 11 am through video conferencing, it said.
● The Ro-Pax Terminal being inaugurated at Hazira is 100 meters in length and 40 metres in width, with cost
implications of approximately ₹ 25 crore,
● It will reduce the distance between Ghogha and Hazira from 370 km to 90 km. The reduced cargo travel

time from 10 to 12 hours to about four hours will result in huge savings of fuel (approx 9,000 litres per day) and
lower the maintenance cost of vehicles drastically.
● The ferry service, while making three round trips per day on the Hazira-Ghogha route, would annually trans-
port about 5 lakh passengers, 80,000 passenger vehicles, 50,000 two-wheelers and 30,000 trucks.

Ans-23 (B)  

PM to flag off Ro-Pax ferry service between Hazira-Ghogha in Gujarat on Nov 8

● The India Meteorological Department (IMD) will start issuing forecast for malaria outbreaks from next mon-
soon, Ministry of Earth Sciences secretary M Rajeevan said A report released by the Ministry of Earth Sciences
this week said nearly Rs 990 crore spent on the National Monsoon Mission and HPC had yielded dividend 50
times the investment made.
● On the prediction of any vector-borne disease outbreak, the IMD studied the phenomenon of occurrence

in malaria and its relationship with rainfall and temperature,
● According to the World Malaria Report 2019, 19 countries in sub-Saharan Africa and India carried almost 85
per cent of the global malaria burden.

Ans-24 (B)  

IMD to start issuing predictions for malaria outbreak from next monsoon

● The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) on November 5 announced a cap of 30 percent of total
volume of transactions processed in UPI by a Third Party App Provider (TPAP).
● “With UPI reaching 200 crore transactions a month and with potential for future growth, it has issued a cap
of 30 per cent of total volume of transactions processed in UPI, applicable on all Third Party App Providers
(TPAPs). This will be with effect from January 1, 2021
● his will help address the risks and protect the UPI ecosystem as it further scales up, the NPCI explained in

its statement.
● “The existing TPAPs exceeding the specified cap will have a period of two years from January 2021 to

comply with the same in a phased manner.

Ans-25 (C)  

NPCI imposes 30% cap on transaction volumes of UPI payment apps

● India has recorded a spike in its unemployment rate in both urban and rural areas in the month of October,
according to the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE).
● In October, India's unemployment rate stood at 6.98 per cent. It was 6.67 per cent in September 2020.

Despite the agricultural sector showing signs of robustness, the month of October saw an increase in unem-
ployment here too.
● The unemployment rate in urban areas, however, saw a dip in October 2020. Data analytics show urban

unemployment stood at 7.15 percent in October whereas it was 8.45 per cent in September.
● Despite the rise in the unemployment rate, the GST collections for the month of October were the highest

since February with a 10.2 per cent jump from October 2019.
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● India's first solar-based Integrated Multi-Village Water Supply Project (IMVWSP) was dedicated to the
people of Arunachal Pradesh by Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
● The solar-based lift water supply project for 39 villages in Lower Dibang Valley district in northeastern Arun-
achal Pradesh was commissioned at a cost of Rs 28.50 crore.
● Inaugurating the IMVWSP in the presence of Chief Minister Pema Khandu, Shekhawat appreciated the

project as it is not only first of its kind in the northeastern state, but also in the entire country.

Ans-26 (A) 

India's first solar-based water supply project launched in Arunachal Pradesh

● Shri Hardeep S. Puri, MoS (I/C), Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has stated that “Future mobility is
about striving towards environment-friendly, integrated, automated and personalized travel on-demand.
● He was speaking at the 13th Urban Mobility India Conference on the theme of “Emerging Trends in Urban

Mobility”.
● India is witnessing the arrival of a new generation of mobility discourses, which are nuanced enough to

provide sustainable urban mobility. The Ministry has issued a detailed advisory, as to how the nation needs to
move ahead in these testing time

Ans-27 (A) 

13th Urban Mobility India Conference on “Emerging Trends in Urban Mobility” Inaugurate

● On eve of the 20th anniversary of the formation of Uttarakhand, chief minister Trivendra Singh Rawat inau-
gurated the country’s longest single-lane bridge, Dobra-Chanti.
● Fourteen years after it was sanctioned and 12 years after its first scheduled date of completion, the 725-me-
tre-long bridge is finally open for public use.
● It will cut travel time between Tehri and Pratapnagar from 5 to 1.5 hours.
● The bridge, opened for the public, has been built in 14 years over the Tehri lake with a cost of ₹2.95 crore.

Ans-28 (A) 

Uttarakhand CM Inaugurates India's Longest  Motorable Bridge

● Marathi film, Karkhanisanchi Waari (Ashes on a Road Trip), the 149-minute film tells the story of the Karkha-
nis, the last joint family of Pune.
● The movie was directed by Mangesh Joshi. The movie will have its world premiere at the 33rd Tokyo Interna-
tional Film Festival. It is the only Indian entry at the festival.

Ans-29 (C) 

Karkhanisanchi Waari’ only Indian entry at Tokyo Film Festival

● In yet another boost for the Indian Navy, Minister of State for Defence Shripad Naik launched the fifth scor-
pene class submarine 'Vagir' of Project 75 in Arabian sea waters at Mazagaon Dock through video conferenc-
ing
● Vagir is part of the six Kalvari-class submarines designed by French naval defence and energy company

DCNS. They are being built as part of Indian Navy's Project-75.
● In order to meet the requirements of the Indian Navy, the Defence public sector undertaking (PSU)

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders (MDSL) was assigned the task to build six Scorpene-class submarines.
INS Kalvari, the first of the six Scorpene-class submarines, was launched in 2015 and commissioned into
service in late 2017.

Ans-30 (A) 

Indian Navy's fifth Scorpene class submarine 'Vagir' launched

Ans-31 (D) 

Guadalajara named World Book Capital 2022
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● Guadalajara (Mexico) was named World Book Capital for the year 2022 by the Director-General of UNESCO,
Audrey Azoulay, on the recommendation of the World Book Capital Advisory Committee.
● The city, already a UNESCO Creative City since 2017, was selected for its comprehensive plan for policies

around the book to trigger social change, combat violence and build a culture of peace.
● Guadalajara’s proposed programme focuses on three strategic axes: regaining public spaces through read-
ing activities in parks and other accessible places; social bonding and cohesion especially though reading and
writing workshops for children; and strengthening of neighbourhood identity using intergenerational con-
nections, story-telling and street poetry.

● In Manipur, Chief Minister N Biren Singh has launched the Oil Palm Project through video conferencing.
● Oil Palm Mission Manipur was constituted in August this year with the Joint Director of Agriculture as

Mission Director and a sub-committee was also constituted with State Principal Secretary (Health) as Chair-
man.
● Oil Palm cultivation is suitable in warmer region and the state government has identified 66,652 hectares

areas in Chandel, Churachandpur, Imphal West, Bishnupur, Ukhrul and Thoubal districts.
● The state government had initially targeted to cultivate the oil palm on 200 hectares of land and procured

seeds from Mizoram and Andhra Pradesh from the Central funding.
● The oil palm cultivation could be an alternative to jhum and poppy cultivation as oil palm is the highest

vegetable oil yielding perennial crop with and effective income generation to farmers and beneficial to the
environment as well.

Ans-32 (A) 

Manipur CM launches Oil Palm Project

● IIT Alumni Council has launched “MegaScope” for personalized healthcare.
● MegaScope has been launched to include testing, data analysis and genomics to precisely diagnose infec-
tions and to prescribe personalised medicines.
● MegaScope will add host genome data mapping along with Artificial Intelligence, machine learning and

data backbone to the MegaLab initiative.
● The main aim of MegaScope is to improve accuracy of testing, prediction of likely disease severity and

progression, enhance efficiency of treatment and avoid casualties.
● As per the president of the council, use of the same medicine for all or same test for all is coming to an end
now. COVID-19 has shown that pathogens can react differently from one person to another and that is why
there is a need of personalized medicine. This need will be fulfilled by MegaScope.
● The complete paradigm will be re-invented under the MegaScope initiative.

Ans-33 (D) 

Mega Scope launched by IIT Alumni Council for personalized health care

● The Kempegowda International Airport in Bengaluru has set up 139 bio-waste bins of different sizes across
the airport for disposing used Personal Protective Equipment.
● The action is taken subsequent to incidents of PPEs found strewn across the airport campus, posing a

health hazard to the passengers and staff.
● The Airport management has urged passengers to use bio-waste bins to ensure that bio-waste is disposed
responsibly and ethically.
● Bengaluru airport collects 800 to 1000 kgs of biowaste everyday and with travel set to increase during the

festive season, disposals are also set to increase. A spokesperson in the airport said that adequate arrange-
ments are made to ensure that used masks, gloves, face shields and hazmat suits are disposed of scientifically
without aggravating the pandemic.

Ans-34 (A) 

Bengaluru airport urges passengers to use bio-waste bins

Ans-35 (C) 

15th East Asia Summit
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● External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar represented India at the 15th East Asia Summit (EAS) on 14
November 2020. The Summit was chaired by the Prime Minister of Vietnam H.E. Nguyen Xuan Phuc in his
capacity as ASEAN Chair. All the eighteen EAS countries participated in the virtual Summit.
● EAM, in his remarks, re-affirmed the importance of EAS as the Leaders-led forum to exchange views on stra-
tegic issues. He spoke of the importance of adhering to international law, respecting territorial integrity and
sovereignty, and promoting a rules-based global order.
● On COVID-19, he briefed the EAS Leaders about India's response to the pandemic and highlighted India's

efforts to support the international community. He reiterated Prime Minister Modi's commitment to help
make the COVID vaccine accessible and affordable to all nations.

● The Puducherry government launched a free breakfast scheme named after former Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister and DMK president Kalaignar M Karunanidhi for government and government aided school students at
Jeevanandham Government Higher Secondary School Launching the scheme, DMK organisational secretary
and MP RS Bharathi said the DMK is a party with gratitude which maintains relations with the party it
supports as well as raises its voice to uphold rights.
● Around 80,000 students from 419 schools would benefit from the scheme once schools reopen in the

Union territory. At present, 10,000 students from 106 schools would benefit from the scheme. Funds to imple-
ment the scheme have already been allocated in the budget, said Narayanasamy.

Ans-36 (C) 

Kalaignar Karunanidhi breakfast scheme for school students launched in Puducherry

● India is home to many museums, and now it seems it is on its way to receive a sandalwood museum, too.
The country’s very first, this museum is likely to come up later this month in Mysuru in Karnataka.
● As a city, Mysuru is already famous for its sandalwood soaps, sandalwood oil, incense sticks, etc.

The museum is likely to be inaugurated after November 25, and will be shifted to the famous Mysuru Palace,
which is already quite popular among tourists — both local and those coming from outside the state.

Ans-37 (D) 

Mysuru Palace may soon have India’s first sandalwood museum

● Lonar crater lake in Buldhana district, 500 kilometres (km) from Mumbai, has been declared Maharashtra’s
second Ramsar site.
●Ramsar sites are wetlands of international importance under the Ramsar Convention (held for the first time
in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971), which aims to halt the worldwide loss of wetlands.
● the Ramsar Convention of Wetlands of International Importance announced on its website that Lonar Lake
was now a Ramsar site. In January, Maharashtra got its first Ramsar site at Nandur Madhmeshwar, in Nashik.

Ans-38 (B) 

Lonar Lake in Buldhana district declared Ramsar site, second for Maharashtra within a year

● The auction of coal mines for commercial mining witnessed “fierce competition” and the 19 blocks that
went under the hammer can generate total revenues of around Rs 7,000 crore per annum and create more
than 69,000 jobs once they are operationalised, Coal Minister Pralhad Joshi said .The auction of blocks for
commercial mining has opened the coal sector to the private players.
● “With a combined peak-rated capacity reaching 51 MT per annum, it is expected that these 19 mines will

generate a total revenue of nearly about Rs 7,000 crore
● The auction of these mines witnessed fierce competition and companies have offered great premiums, he
said.
● “Out of 38 mines put on auction, 19 mines were successfully auctioned. The success of the auction is 50 per
cent.

Ans-39 (B) 

Commercial coal mining: 19 auctioned blocks to generate Rs 7000 crore annual revenue
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Ans-40 (D) 

● The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change recently announced that the Lonar Lake in Maha-
rashtra and Sur Sarovar lake in Uttar Pradesh have been added to the Ramsar sites. The Lonar lake is the only
crater lake in the country. The Sur Sarovar lake is also called the Keetham lake.
● Keetham Lake or sur Sarovar Lake
●More than 106 species of migratory birds rest in Sur Sarovar lake. The water of the lake is obtained from Agra
Canal. The canal originates from Okhla barrage on River Yamuna in Delhi.
Ramsar sites
● The aim of the Ramsar sites is to maintain international network of wetlands that are important for sustain-
ing global biological diversity. The Ramsar Convention was signed in 1971 and is one of the oldest inter-gov-
ernmental accord.

Lonar Lake and Sur Sarovar Lake added to Ramsar site

Ans-41 (A) 

● State song  ‘Bande Utkala Janani’ will be part of the syllabus for Class IX and X across schools in Odisha.
A notification in this regard was issued by the School and Mass Education department after approval of
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik.
● “The study and recitation of Bande Utkal Janani will instill a sense of belongingness to Odisha and patriot-

ism in the hearts of young students,” the Chief Minister said.
● ‘Bande Utkala Janani’ is being sung as the concluding song on the final day of every Assembly session in

Odisha. Written by eminent poet Laxmikanta Mohapatra, it was accorded the State Song status on June 7.

Bande Utkala Janani’ becomes part of school syllabus in Odisha

Ans-42 (B) 

● Fifteen countries have formed the world's largest trading bloc, covering nearly a third of the global econo-
my.
● The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is made up of 10 Southeast Asian countries, as
well as South Korea, China, Japan, Australia and New Zealand.
● The pact is seen as an extension of China's influence in the region.
● The deal excludes the US, which withdrew from a rival Asia-Pacific trade pact in 2017.
● President Donald Trump pulled his country out of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) shortly after taking

office.
● Negotiations over the new RCEP deal began in 2012 and it was finally signed on the sidelines of a meeting

of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean).
Why is it important?
● The RCEP isn't as comprehensive and doesn't cut tariffs as deeply as the TPP's successor. But many analysts
think RCEP's sheer size makes it more significant.
● "Its membership includes a larger group of nations, notably reflecting the membership of China, which

considerably boosts the total Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of RCEP members," according to Rajiv Biswas,
Asia Pacific chief economist for analyst firm IHS Markit.
● India pulled out of RCEP talks in November last year, but ASEAN leaders said the door remained open for it
to join.

● Nitish Kumar took oath as the 37th chief minister of Bihar at a simple ceremony in Patna’s Raj Bhavan that
was attended by Union minister Amit Shah, Bharatiya Janata Party chief JP Nadda and other leaders.

RCEP: Asia-Pacific countries form world's largest trading bloc

Ans-44 (B) 

Nitish Kumar takes oath as Bihar chief minister for seventh time
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● Two BJP leaders, Tarkishore Prasad and Renu Devi, were sworn in as deputy chief ministers
● This is Kumar’s fourth consecutive term as chief minister and comes after the National Democratic

Alliance secured a narrow majority in the recently concluded state elections even though his JD(U) crashed
to its worst performance in 15 years.

Ans-44 (C) 

● The 7-year-old Abhijita Gupta has been recognized as the world’s youngest author by the International
Book of Records, while the Asia Book of Records has conferred on her title of the ‘Grandmaster in Writing.’
● According to the India Book of Records, she is the youngest author to write poetry and prose. Her book

titled ‘Happiness All Around’ is an anthology of short stories and poems with illustrations acclaimed globally.
● The book gives us insight into the cognitive ability and interests of a 7-year-old child. The illustrations reflect
her fertile imagination
● Abhijita is the only talented daughter of Ashish Gupta, a chartered accountant by profession and Anupriya
Gupta who is an engineer-turned-entrepreneur. She stays in Ghaziabad with her parents.

7-year-old bags record for being youngest Grandmaster in writing

Ans-45 (B) 

●Oil India Ltd, the nation's second-largest state oil producer, said it has made a natural gas discovery at a well
drilled in Tinsukia, Assam.
● The discovery will open up new areas for further oil and gas exploration in Assam and would help in enhanc-
ing the gas production with future appraisal and development activities," the company said in a statement.
Oil India Ltd (OIL) said well Dinjan-1 in Tinsukia petroleum mining lease (PML) in the upper Assam basin struck
hydrocarbons.
● The well encountered about 10 meters of hydrocarbon-bearing sands, it said.
● On testing, it produced gas at the rate of 115,000 standard cubic meters per day.

Oil India makes natural gas discovery in Assam's Tinsukia
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